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Foreword 


LOUISBURG  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Louisburg,  North  Carolina 
1836  -  1986 

The  story  of  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  is  a  story  of  people  -  of 
dedicated  ministers  who  taught  and  inspired  Christian  living,  of 
capable  men  and  women  who  through  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
have  led  the  church  through  periods  of  depression  and  through 
periods  of  exciting  accomplishments,  and  of  faithful  followers  who 
have  given  of  their  time  and  talents  in  the  ministries  of  the  church. 

This  is  a  story  of  growing  and  building  again  and  again.  From 
the  first  church  on  Spring  Street  which  served  both  black  and 
white  members,  to  the  large  frame  church  built  on  Sunset  Avenue 
halfway  between  Main  Street  and  Church  Street,  to  the  present 
church  erected  just  after  1900  and  enlarged  on  two  occasions  to  give 
room  for  additional  educational  needs,  this  is  a  story  of  growth. 

This  is  a  story  of  organizations.  As  the  church  grew,  so  did  its 
organizations:  the  Sunday  School,  the  Choir,  the  WMU,  the 
Brotherhood,  and  the  Youth  Groups.  They  have  served  many  needs 
of  the  church,  both  in  its  educational  programs  and  in  its  missions 
at  home  and  abroad. 

This  is  a  story  of  dedication.  From  its  organization  in  1836  by  Dr. 
Samuel  Wait,  President  of  Wake  Forest  College,  the  people  of  this 
church  have  dedicated  themselves  to  Christian  fellowship  and 
service.  During  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  War,  the  white  members 
withdrew  and  were  without  a  church  for  a  short  while.  Judge 
Charles  M.  Cooke  and  other  leaders  soon  brought  the  members 
back  and  reorganized  the  church.  Since  that  time,  the  membership 
and  ministries  of  the  church  have  expanded  steadily. 

This  is  a  story  of  progress.  Under  the  leadership  of  our  recent 
ministers,  Aubrey  S.  Tomlinson,  Bill  Almond,  and  Larry 
Williams,  many  changes  have  taken  place  and  progress  continues. 
The  church  adopted  a  business  structure  with  an  advisory  board, 
composed  of  twelve  men  and  twelve  women  deacons  and  the 
executive  officers  of  all  church  organizations.  A  religious 
education  director  was  employed  in  1938.  Presently  the  staff 
consists  of  a  full-time  pastor  and  secretary,  and  part-time  positions 
of  minister  of  music,  minister  of  youth,  organist,  custodian  and 
janitor.  A  church  library  was  established  with  good  resources  for 


Christian  education.  The  church  has  always  been  involved  in 
community  activities,  and  church  facilities  have  been  used  from 
time  to  time  for  a  private  kindergarten,  meetings  of  Boy  Scouts, 
Alcoholics  Anonymous,  and  other  groups. 

This  is  a  story  of  continuing  faith  and  continuing  challenge.  As 
we  look  back  with  pride  and  humility,  we  also  look  forward  with 
increasing  devotion  to  serving  the  cause  of  Christianity  and  of  the 
Baptist  faith.  Today  we  honor  the  outstanding  accomplishments 
and  the  faithfulness  of  all  those  men  and  women  whose  efforts  set 
the  course  for  this  church  and  who  gave  us  the  heritage  and  the 
traditions  for  which  we  are  so  grateful  and  to  which  our 
Sesquicentennial  Celebration  is  dedicated. 

Josephine  Zealand 


Preface 


The  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  has  a  long  history  in  the  Tar  River 
Association  as  well  as  the  Baptist  life  of  the  Louisburg  area.  The 
primary  goals  of  this  publication  are  to  present  the  early 
development  and  growth  of  the  church  so  that  a  written  account  of 
the  church's  development  will  be  recorded  for  historical 
preservation. 

Also,  the  events  of  the  Sesquicentennial  activities  that  were  held 
during  1986  are  included  in  the  second  part  of  this  publication. 
These  activities  are  presented  in  the  book  in  the  chronological  order 
in  which  they  were  celebrated  during  the  year.  It  is  the  hope  of  the 
Sesquicentennial  Committee  that  the  inclusion  of  these  events  will 
not  only  provide  an  account  of  how  the  year  was  celebrated ,  but  that 
the  recording  of  sesquicentennial  events  will  portray  to  all  who 
read  this  volume  the  ultimate  goal  of  the  entire  celebration.  This 
goal  was  to  express  gratitude  for  the  rich  heritage  of  the  Louisburg 
Baptist  Church  through  a  series  of  versatile  activities.  The  desire  of 
the  committee  was  that  these  events  would  inspire  the  congregation 
to  grow  in  fellowship  and  would  strengthen  the  foundation  of  the 
church  for  her  present  members  as  well  as  for  generations  to  come. 

Appreciation  is  extended  to  all  who  contributed  in  helping  to 
make  this  historical  publication  possible  so  that  the  heritage  of  the 
Louisburg  Baptist  Church  might  be  formally  recorded  and 
preserved  for  future  generations. 

Judy  Parrish 


History  of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church 


The  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  owes  its  beginning  to  the  efforts  of 
a  prominent  Baptist  leader,  Dr.  Samuel  Wait.  Before  he  came  to 
Louisburg,  Dr.  Wait  had  led  in  the  organization  of  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Convention,  the  establishment  of  the  Biblical 
Recorder,  and  had  become  the  first  president  of  Wake  Forest 
College.  When  he  began  his  work  in  Louisburg  in  1836,  there  were 
already  several  Baptist  churches  in  the  county,  but  there  was  no 
place  of  worship  in  the  town.  Dr.  Wait,  as  Chairman  of  the 
organizing  council,  brought  together  a  group  of  Baptist  people  in 
the  community  and  formed  a  church.  He  became  the  first  pastor  of 
the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church.  This  church  was  received  into  the 
Tar  River  Baptist  Association  in  the  fall  of  1836  during  the  session 
meeting  at  the  Shiloh  Church  in  Franklin  County. 

Membership  in  the  early  church  consisted  of  both  black  and 
white  members  since  this  was  twenty-five  years  before  the  War 
Between  the  States,  and  slaves  attended  with  their  masters.  Most 
churches  provided  a  gallery  for  the  Negroes.  Records  indicate  that 
there  were  more  blacks  than  whites  in  the  Baptist  congregation. 
Membership  in  August,  1855,  consisted  of  thirty-two  whites  and 
seventy-three  blacks. 

The  Tar  River  Association  minutes  from  1836  to  1850  listed  the 
names  of  J.J.  Harper,  William  Carter,  Simon  G.  Whitley,  Daniel  F. 
Richardson,  Peyton  P.  Williams,  W.B.  Williams,  Guilford  Lewis, 
J.S.  Barrow,  C.J.  Egerton,  and  A.M.  Lewis  as  delegates  from 
Louisburg. 

Local  folklore  tells  that  the  first  meetings  of  this  congregation 
were  in  a  log  building  but  gives  no  location  for  this  building.  It  may 
well  be  that  a  log  building  was  used  until  a  church  could  be  built. 
The  church  which  was  built  was  between  Cedar  Street  and  Spring 
Street,  across  from  the  Male  Academy  grove.  It  was  a  small, 
frame  building  with  a  steeple  and  a  gallery.  Mr.  E.H.  Davis,  in  his 
Historical  Sketches  of  Franklin  County,  described  it  as  "that 
unsightly,  ever  unpainted,  wooden  building  .  .  .".  This  location  is 
also  shown  on  a  map  of  Louisburg  dated  1882.  This  was  probably 
the  first  building  for  the  worship  of  God  in  Louisburg.  However, 
since  there  is  no  definite  date  for  its  construction,  it  may  be  that  the 
Methodist  church  built  on  "Happy  Hill"  in  1840  predates  it  some. 

Many  years  were  to  pass  before  this  church  had  a  full-time 
pastor,  or  even  one  who  lived  in  Louisburg.  While  Dr.  Wait  was 


pastor,  he  came  from  Wake  Forest  and  preached  here  once  a  month. 
Later  the  ministers  were  shared  with  Franklinton  or  Maple 
Springs,  and  services  were  held  morning  and  evening  on  two 
Sundays  each  month.   Prayer  meeting  was  every  Thursday  night. 

Minutes  of  the  church  during  the  nineteenth  century  show  that  a 
conference  or  business  session  of  the  membership  was  held  on 
Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday  each  month;  attendance  was 
required,  or  the  member  would  be  called  upon  to  explain  his 
absence.  The  main  business  recorded  was  the  acceptance  or 
dismissal  of  members,  the  payment  of  bills,  the  selection  of  a  new 
pastor  and  other  officers  of  the  church,  and  the  enforcement  of 
church  discipline.  Committees  to  investigate  people  who  had  not 
attended  meetings  were  frequently  appointed,  and  members  were 
"excommunicated"  from  the  church  for  various  transgressions. 

The  usual  salary  for  the  pastor  was  seventy-five  to  one  hundred 
dollars  per  year,  payable  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  July,  1856,  a 
motion  was  made  to  pay  pastors  quarterly  instead  of  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  One  pastor,  in  addition  to  his  salary,  had  his  train  fare 
paid  by  the  church  so  that  he  could  come  from  Forestville  to 
Franklinton  to  Louisburg  once  a  month  to  hold  services.  A  pastor 
was  hired  for  one  year  at  a  time  and  in  many  cases  that  was  as  long 
as  he  stayed.  Baptisms  were  in  the  Tar  River  at  the  foot  of  Main 
Street  and  just  west  of  the  bridge. 

Christian  education  was  always  a  major  responsibility  of  the 
church,  and  for  this  purpose  a  Sunday  School  was  established  in 
June,  1849.  Mr.  Guilford  Lewis,  a  merchant  who  had  represented 
the  county  in  the  legislature  in  1822-1824,  became  the  first  Sabbath 
School  superintendent.  He  was  a  leader  during  the  early  years  of 
the  church,  and  through  his  financial  support  and  patient 
leadership  held  the  church  together  through  some  difncult  years. 
When  the  Rev.  R.T.  Divine  resigned  November  18,  1854,  "the 
church  granted  Brother  G.  Lewis  the  liberty  of  exercising  his  gifts 
publicly  and  requested  the  clerk  to  prepare  a  certificate  to  that 
effect  for  Brother  Lewis."  This  entitled  him  to  preach,  and  he  filled 
the  pulpit  in  the  local  church  many  times. 

The  building  of  a  new  church  was  first  mentioned  in  the  minutes 
of  August,  1857,  when  a  committee  was  appointed  to  study  this 
matter.  However,  the  committee  reported  in  September  of  that 
year  that  building  was  "not  feasible  at  this  time." 

During  the  War  Between  the  States,  1861-1865,  in  spite  of  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Guilford  Lewis,  the  membership  was  scattered  and 
the  fellowship  in  worship  irregular.  The  war  resulted  in  the 
withdrawal  of  the  whites  from  the  church,  and  for  a  while  the 
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Baptist  church  for  whites  ceased  to  exist.  Its  members  worshipped 
with  other  congregations. 

This  did  not  last  long,  for  in  1869  Charles  M.  Cooke,  who  later 
became  Judge  Cooke,  moved  back  to  Louisburg.  His  father,  Jones 
Cooke,  had  been  prominent  in  the  early  organization  of  this  church, 
and  Judge  Cooke  said  he  was  not  willing  to  live  in  a  town  where 
there  was  no  Baptist  church.  He  went  to  work  getting  the  former 
members  back  and  reorganizing  the  church.  Dr.  J.L.  Carroll,  who 
was  pastor  of  Maple  Springs  Church,  was  a  leader  in  this 
reorganization  and  became  pastor  of  this  church.  Among  those  who 
were  charter  members  of  the  reorganized  church  were:  Judge  and 
Mrs.  CM.  Cooke,  Dr.  W.M.  Crenshaw,  J.S.  Barrow,  Joseph  J. 
Harper,  Sam  T.  Whilder,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Ann  Hasseltine  Harper,  Mrs. 
Louise  Edwards,  Mrs.  John  Upperman,  Mrs.  Winnie  Joyner,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.D.  Green,  and  Miss  Annie  Green  (later  Mrs.  A.M.  Hall). 
By  1870  they  were  reorganized,  but  now  the  white  Baptists  of  the 
town  found  themselves  without  a  church.  For  several  years  they 
used  a  small  Presbyterian  church  which  was  badly  in  need  of 
repairs  and  located  on  the  corner  where  the  present  Baptist  church 
now  stands.  The  large  corner  lot  had  been  given  to  the 
Presbyterians  by  Miss  Mary  Ann  Spencer  whose  home  was  in  the 
middle  of  the  square.  There  was  a  small  cemetery  between  her 
house  and  the  church. 

Mrs.  A.M.  Hall  described  this  in  her  little  book,  The  Life  of  One 
Little  Girl,  as  follows: 

There  was  no  Baptist  church  when  we  came  to  Louisburg, 
but  we  gathered  together  all  the  members  we  could, 
numbering  thirteen.  My  sister  and  I  could  sing,  and  we 
borrowed  two  boys  from  the  Methodist  church  and  made  a 
fine  quartet  to  lead  the  singing  .  .  . 

I  have  mentioned  our  Church,  now  I  am  going  to  tell  you 
how  it  grew.  There  was  an  old  Presbyterian  church,  that 
had   not  been   used   for  years.      There  were  only  two 
Presbyterians  in  town,  and  old  lady  and  her  niece.  She  said 
we  could  use  it  if  we  would  repair  it.  It  needed  paint,  and 
some  repairs  to  the  roof,  and  some  window  glass  was  out.  It 
was  a  brick  church,  but  small.    We  used  it  three  or  four 
years.  We  got  a  new  preacher  to  give  us  two  Sundays  and 
Franklinton  two  Sundays. 
In  1871,  the  property  on  which  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Louisburg  now  stands  was  sold  to  the  black  members  for  $250.  In 
December,   1872,   a  sinking  fund  was  established  in  order  to 
purchase   a  lot  and   build   a  house  of  worship  for  the  white 
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congregation.  In  June,  1877,  J.S.  Barrow,  S.T.  Wilder,  and  CM. 
Cooke  were  instructed  to  purchase  a  site  for  building.  The  site 
purchased  was  one-half  acre  on  Sunset  Avenue,  half-way  between 
Main  Street  and  Church  Street,  at  a  cost  of  $175.  The  church  built 
on  this  site  was  a  large  frame  building  with  a  square  belltower 
attached  to  the  center  of  the  front  facade.  It  still  stands  and  is  now 
used  as  an  apartment  building. 
Mrs.  Hall  described  this  building  for  us: 

...  we  decided  to  build  a  church  of  our  own.  We  brought  a 
lot  across  Main  Street,  two  doors  down,  and  began  making 
plans.    We  built  a  beautiful  church,  it  had  stained  glass 
windows  and  opera  chairs  with  folding  seats.  That  made  it 
easier  to  clean  up  the  floor.  We  had  a  carpet  down  the  aisles. 
There  was  an  alcove  back  of  the  pulpit  for  the  choir,  that 
had  brass  railing  with  red  plush  hangings.  We  had  a  pool 
for  baptising  under  the  pulpit.  One  day  the  sexton  forgot  to 
put  the  top  back  and  fell  in! 
Mrs.  R.A.  Bobbitt  (Miss  Lizzie)  also  described  this  church: 
The  church  was  equipped  with  opera  chairs,  reed  organ, 
all  over  carpeted  floor,  choir  loft  and  fresco  walls.  It  was  a 
beautiful  little  church. 
The  forty-ninth  session  of  the  Tar  River  Baptist  Association  was 
held  in  this  church  in  Louisburg,  October  9-11,  1879. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century,  strong 
leadership  in  the  church  was  provided  by  CM.  Cooke,  S.T.  Wilder, 
and  J.S.  Barrow.  Other  leaders  whose  names  appear  often  in  the 
records  are  Thomas  B.  Wilder,  Judge  and  Mrs.  E.W.  Timberlake, 
Mrs.  A.M.  Hall  and  Mrs.  E.C  Allen.  Between  1871-1877,  there 
were  six  pastors  in  six  years,  but  beginning  in  1877  with  the  Rev. 
Charles  A.  Jenkins,  the  pastors  lived  in  Louisburg,  and  their  tenure 
was  about  five  years  each.  Mr.  Jenkins  lived  in  the  little  house  on 
Church  Street  now  owned  by  Mrs.  A.L.  Hicks.  He  preached  in 
Louisburg  two  Sundays  per  month  and  in  Franklinton  the  other 
two. 

During  the  time  the  Baptists  worshipped  in  their  church  on 
Sunset  Avenue,  the  following  were  the  ministers:  A.G. 
McManaway  for  five  years,  Baylus  Cade  for  six  years,  W.B.  Morton 
for  five  years,  and  Forrest  Smith  for  four  years. 

Mr.  Baylus  Cade  became  pastor  in  1885.  He  was  described  by 
Mr.  E.H.  Davis  as,  "possibly  the  most  interesting,  most  many-sided 
and  beloved  man  that  ever  came  to  Louisburg  from  elsewhere.  ...In 
native  ability,  strength  of  intellect,  vigor  of  thought,  clearness  of 
perception  and  conviction  in  expression,  Mr.  Cade  was  the  peer  of 
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any. ...  In  addition,  he  was  a  man  of  strong,  even  striking  physique. 
...  Above  all  these  he  was  a  man  of  simple  faith  in  the  Christ  of  that 
Gospel  he  came  here  to  preach." 

The  membership  of  the  church  was  growing  rapidly.  By  1894, 
there  were  seventy-two  males  and  ninety-two  females  for  a  total  of 
one  hundred  sixty-four  members.  In  1892,  extensive  repairs  were 
made  to  the  church,  such  as,  the  addition  of  a  room  for  infants  in 
Sunday  School,  the  building  of  a  new  arch  behind  the  pulpit,  the 
lowering  of  the  gallery,  and  the  installation  of  a  furnace.  In  1888, 
Mr.  Cade  recommended  that  a  male  and  a  female  missionary 
society  be  formed.  Within  a  short  while,  the  ladies  organized  the 
Ladies  Aid  Society.  According  to  Mrs.  Hall,  most  of  the  time  they 
would  meet  and  sew  all  afternoon.  Boxes  of  more  than  $100  in  value 
would  be  sent  to  the  home  missionaries.  Mrs.  Forrest  Smith 
organized  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  1898.  She  also 
organized  a  Sunbeam  Society  the  same  year. 

The  church  remained  at  this  location  on  Sunset  Avenue  for  some 
years,  but  the  members  were  looking  for  a  place  to  build  a 
parsonage.  Finally,  someone  suggested  that  the  Baptists  sell  their 
church  to  the  Presbyterians,  whose  congregation  was  smaller,  and 
buy  the  large  lot  the  Presbyterians  owned  on  the  corner,  where 
there  would  be  room  for  a  church  and  a  parsonage.  This  suited  both 
groups,  and  at  a  special  meeting  on  December  12,  1899,  the 
following  proposition  was  read: 


To  the  Deacons  of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church 
Louisburg,  N.C. 

We  the  Pastor  and  trustees  of  the  Louisburg  Presbyterian 
Church  make  you  the  following  offer  for  your  church. 

We  will  give  you  $750  cash  in  60  days  &  $750  twelve 
months  thereafter  &  our  church  lot  in  exchange  for  your  lot 
&  church,  you  to  use  the  church  we  exchange  for  12  months 
during  which  time  no  interest  is  to  be  charged  on  the  $750 
balance  due  you.  We  also  agree  for  you  to  except  in  the  trade 
your  -  S.S.  Library,  Song  books,  Loose  chairs,  Pulpit  stand, 
Bible,  Sunday  School  Bell,  Clock  &  organ.  It  is  fully 
understood  that  everything  belonging  to  your  church  &  lot 
is  included  in  this  trade  except  the  above  articles 
mentioned.  We  will  give  you  mortgage  on  property  for 
deferred  payments. 


13 


(signed) 

W.D.  Morton,  Pastor 

J.J.  Allen 

W.T.  Hughes,  Chrm.,  Bd.  Trustees 

A.C.  Hughes 

J. A.  Turner 

After  speaking  and  discussion  of  the  matter,  by  a 
unanimous  standing  vote  it  was  decided  to  accept  the 
proposition  and  on  motion  the  deacons  of  the  church  were 
authorized  to  formally  accept  the  proposition  tendered  and 
the  Trustees  of  the  church  were  directed  to  have  the 
necessary  papers  prepared  and  executed.  Adjournment. 

T.M.  Fleming,  Moderator 
Thos.  B.  Wilder 
Church  clerk 

The  deed  was  drawn  and  the  property  exchanged  on  January  15, 

1900. 
The  Franklin  Times  carried  this  account  on  Friday,  December 

15,  1899. 

The  Baptists  and  Presbyterians  of  Louisburg  have  made 
an  exchange  of  lots  and  the  Baptists  will  erect  a  beautiful 
brick  church  and  parsonage  on  the  Presbyterian  lot  (corner 
of  Main  and  East  Middle  Street  --  this  was  shortly  after  the 
Presbyterian  Church  had  burned  according  to  J.G. 
Phillips)  and  the  present  Baptist  Church  building  (now 
about  halfway  the  block  of  Sunset  Avenue  between  Main 
and  Church  Street  next  to  Mrs.  Daisy  Brinkley)  will  be  used 
by  the  Presbyterians  as  their  place  of  worship.  Quite  a 
large  amount  has  already  been  subscribed  by  the  members 
for  the  erection  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  they  will  not 
begin  building  before  next  spring.  Until  that  time  the 
Baptists  will  occupy  their  present  place  of  worship  three 
Sundays  in  each  month  and  the  Presbyterians  one,  the 
second  Sunday.  The  church  to  be  erected  by  our  Baptist 
friends  will  no  doubt  be  a  very  handsome  one,  as  the 
estimated  cost  is  several  thousand  dollars. 
At  a  called  meeting  on  March  13, 1900,  the  following  committees 

were  appointed.  To  select  plans:  CM.  Cooke,  Thos.  B.  Wilder,  E.S. 

Green,  Ivey  Allen,  D.T.  Smithwick,  Forrest  Smith,  Mrs.  E.C. 

Allen,  Mrs.  E.W.  Timberlake,  Mrs.  A.M.  Hall,  and  Miss  Annie 

Wilder.  Building  committee:  C.T.  Stokes,  G.H.  Cooper,  A.B.  Allen, 

W.H.  Allen,  S.S.  Meadows,  S.J.  Parham,  and  Thos.  B.  Wilder.  Mr. 
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Charles  W.  Barrett  of  Barrett  and  Thomson,  Architects,  of 
Raleigh  was  selected  to  design  the  building.  One  of  the  traditions  of 
the  church  was  established  at  this  time  when  it  was  decided  that  no 
suppers  would  be  given  to  make  money  for  the  church. 

The  actual  building  of  the  church  was  started  in  July,  1900,  when 
the  first  brick  was  laid  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  basement. 
Men  and  mules  had  excavated  the  area  for  the  basement.  Some 
bricks  from  the  old  Presbyterian  church  were  used,  but  most  of  the 
bricks  were  made  by  Mr.  Hal  Mann  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  S.T.  Wilder 
just  across  Fox  Swamp.  The  first  service  held  in  the  unfinished 
church  was  on  April  21, 1901.  Before  the  church  was  finished,  S.T. 
Wilder,  Jr.  and  Lucy  Fleming  were  married  there  on  August  11, 
1903.  The  Rev.  Forrest  Smith  was  the  pastor  when  the  church  was 
started  in  1901,  and  the  Rev.  H.H.  Mashburn  was  pastor  when  it 
was  finished  and  dedicated  in  April,  1904.  Mr.  Smith  came  back 
and  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon. 
Mrs.  Hall  gave  this  description  of  the  new  church: 

.  .  .  We  built  a  beautiful  church  (1903).  The  church  was 
right  high  from  the  street,  and  I  suggested  that  we  make  a 
basement  for  the  Sunday  School,  also  we  could  give 
entertainments  for  the  children.  ... 

The  main  body  of  the  church  was  beautiful.  The  choir 
alcove  was  fine,  and  we  had  a  new  pipe  organ,  much  larger 
than  the  old  one  had  at  the  other  church.  We  had  a  study  for 
the  pastor.  After  that  the  Methodist  got  a  pipe  organ.  There 
was  a  pleasant  rivalry  between  the  two  churches.  When  we 
built  our  Baptist  church,  the  architect  asked  Judge  Cooke 
how  high  he  wanted  the  steeple.  The  Judge  said,  "I  leave  it 
to  you,  only  make  it  a  leetle  higher  than  the  Methodist 
Church!" 
There  must  have  been  some  controversy  about  the  height  of  the 
front  steps  of  the  church.    An  early  drawing  by  the  architect 
shows  the  steps  coming  straight  down  from  the  front  door  to  Main 
Street.    Mrs.  Emma  Allen,  who  was  a  member  of  the  planning 
committee,  recalled  later  that  she  thought  she  could  not  stand  it  if 
they  did  not  build  the  high  stone  steps  from  the  corner.  She  lived  to 
see  the  time  when  she  could  not  attend  church  service  because  the 
steps  were  too  high  for  her  to  climb.  There  are  conflicting  accounts 
about  the  donors  of  the  large  stone  steps  which  cost  fifty  dollars 
each.  It  appears  that  each  family  that  was  financially  able  paid  for 
one  of  the  granite  steps,  and  the  remainder  were  given  by  Judge 
Cooke  and  Mr.  W.H.  Allen. 
The  bell,  which  had  been  purchased  for  and  used  at  the  church  on 
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Architect's    sketch    of    proposed    Louisburg    Baptist 
Church. 


BARRETT,  Charles  W.  (fl.  1869-1910),  architect,  was  born  in 
Fort  Scott,  Kansas.  All  that  is  known  to  date  about  his  education  is 
that  he  apprenticed  himself  to  an  architect  and  by  1898  gained 
enough  experience  to  open  an  independent  office.  In  1899  Barrett 
moved  to  Raleigh  to  establish  a  practice  and  in  the  following  year 
married  Sarah  E.  Hodges  of  New  Bern.  In  1901  Barrett  formed  a 
partnership  with  Frank  K.  Thomson  (q.v.)  and  specialized  in  the 
firm's  small  office  and  residential  design.  Also  in  that  year  he 
published  a  book  containing  his  work  to  that  date  entitled  Colonial 
Southern  Homes,  which  featured  residential  designs  in  a  hybrid 
Queen  Anne  and  Colonial  Revival  style.  Barrett,  with  his  partner 
Thomson,  became  an  earlyadvocate  of  the  professionalization  of  the 
practice  of  architecture  in  North  Carolina  and  served  as  vice- 
president  of  the  North  Carolina  Architectural  Association  in  1907. 

SOURCES:  Charles  W.  Barrett,  Colonial  Southern  Homes  (1901); 
Raleigh  Illustrated  (1910);  News  and  Observer  (Raleigh)  June  7, 
1907. 
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Sunset  Avenue,  was  placed  in  the  top  of  the  impressive  belltower  of 
the  new  church.  The  tower  is  crowned  by  a  slate  roof  with  a  finial 
projecting  from  the  roof.  On  the  interior  of  the  church,  outstanding 
features  are  the  excellent  craftsmanship  in  the  great  vaulted 
ceiling,  braced  by  beaded  solid  wood  beams  and  king-pin  trusses, 
the  fine  stained  glass  windows,  and  the  rich  woodwork  of  the 
balcony  and  choir  loft.  Beauty  and  craftsmanship  are  blended  to 
make  this  church  unique  and  impressive. 

The  last  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  the  early  years  of 
the  twentieth  century  were  prosperous  times  in  Louisburg.  The 
Gaston-Raleigh  Railroad  built  a  spur  line  from  Franklinton  to 
Louisburg  in  1885,  and  a  thriving  tobacco  market  was  established. 
These  attracted  new  people  to  the  area,  and  membership  in  the 
churches  reflected  this  increase  in  population.  Building  in  this  area 
was  at  an  all-time  high;  new  businesses  sprang  up  downtown;  and 
by  1906,  public  utilities  were  installed.  The  population  of  the  town, 
which  was  listed  as  800  in  1885,  had  grown  to  1500  by  1898,  and  to 
2000  by  1914. 

The  Baptist  church  must  have  prospered,  for  just  three  years 
after  the  completion  of  the  new  church,  the  Baptists,  in  1907,  built  a 
parsonage.  It  was  a  large,  frame,  two-story  house  with  a  big  front 
porch  and  was  situated  just  behind  the  new  church  facing  Middle 
Street.  Mr.  L.W.  Swope  and  his  family  were  the  first  to  occupy  this 
house. 

Along  with  the  growth  in  membership  in  the  early  1900's,  there 
was  a  change  toward  more  leniency  in  the  enforcement  of  discipline 
by  the  church.  The  minutes  of  the  church  conferences  no  longer 
show  accusations  and  "excommunications"  of  members.  Under  the 
first  recorded  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  church  in  1855,  much 
time  was  devoted  to  enforcing  attendance  and  behavior  standards 
set  by  the  church.  In  1898,  the  constitution,  with  some 
modifications,  and  with  the  covenant  and  a  roll  of  the  membership, 
was  published  in  a  Manual  of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church.  The 
practice  of  excluding  non-Baptists  from  partaking  of  communion 
became  more  lenient  early  in  the  century  and  was  discontinued  in 
1946. 

Apparently  the  vitality  of  the  church  followed  closely  the 
economic  cycles  of  the  community.  Reflecting  the  growth  spurt  of 
the  early  twentieth  century,  the  pastor's  salary  was  raised  to  $2400. 
per  year.  Yet  within  a  few  years  after  World  War  I,  this  area 
suffered  an  economic  recession  that  saw  the  value  of  cotton  drop 
from  approximately  one  dollar  a  pound  to  five  cents  per  pound.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  Dr.  W.R.  Burwell,  who  had  been  pastor  less 
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than  two  years  (1920-1921),  submitted  his  resignation  and  is 
reported  to  have  said,  "The  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  is  dead  and  I 
don't  intend  to  sit  with  the  corpse."  Fortunately,  this  was  quite  an 
exaggeration. 

Since  the  reorganization  of  the  church  (1870),  women  have  had 
increasingly  important  roles  of  leadership.  This  was  particularly 
true  beginning  with  the  1920's  when  women  were  appointed 
messengers  to  the  Tar  River  Baptist  Association  meetings  and 
served  on  various  committees  of  the  church.  The  first  women  to 
serve  as  deaconesses  were  Mrs.  E.G.  Allen  and  Mrs.  S.T.  Wilder, 
who  were  elected  by  acclamation  on  February  24,  1921. 
Eventually,  the  number  of  deaconesses  was  increased  until  there 
were  twelve,  to  equal  the  number  of  deacons  provided  in  the 
constitution.  The  position  of  church  treasurer  was  also  filled  by 
women  on  two  occasions:  first  by  Mrs.  Florence  May  Underhill,  and 
later  by  Mrs.  G.M.  Beam.  The  first  woman  to  be  elected  chairman 
of  the  board  of  deacons  was  Mrs.  Dorothy  Knott  in  1968. 

The  1920's  were  not  years  of  outstanding  development,  although 
the  church  continued  to  grow.  Under  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  John 
Archie  Mclver,  youth  groups  expanded  in  activity  and 
membership.  Mrs.  John  Howell  was  leader  of  the  G.A.'s,  Mrs.  J.O. 
Newell  led  the  Y.W.A.'s,  and  Mrs.  Mac  Furgerson  led  the 
Sunbeams.  The  Sunday  School,  with  Mr.  W.R.  Mills  as 
superintendent,  had  grown  steadily.  During  the  summer  the 
Sunday  School  picnic  was  one  of  the  highlights  of  social  activity  for 
the  young  people,  and  at  Christmas  a  visit  from  Santa  Claus  with 
his  bags  of  candy  and  fruit  was  looked  for  with  great  anticipation  by 
the  children. 

In  1924  Mr.  Mclver  invited  his  friend,  Dr.  Ray  York,  a  minister 
from  Texas,  to  preach  for  a  revival  here.  During  a  rather  emotional 
week  of  services,  Forrest  Weaver,  one  of  the  young  men  of  this 
church,  felt  the  call  to  the  ministry,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
preached  his  first  sermon  to  a  church  overflowing  with  well- 
wishers.  Forrest  left  Louisburg  with  Dr.  York,  and  dedicated  the 
remainder  of  his  life  to  the  ministry. 

Others  from  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  who  have  been 
ordained  or  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  are:  Guilford  Lewis,  1854 
Josiah  Crudup,  1896;  Horace  Hilton,  1948;  Clarence  Bass, 
Lemar  Wheeler,  1955;  H.C.  Mixon,  1967;  J.  Daniel  White,  1967 
Lane  Dyke,  1985. 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  the  Sunday  School  in  1928, 
during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  A.W.  Fleishman,  four  classrooms  were 
added  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  basement.  Mr.  George  Cooper 
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provided  bricks,  money  and  leadership  for  this  undertaking. 

According  to  legend,  a  few  years  later  some  friction  developed  in 
the  church  when  the  pastor,  Sankey  L.  Blanton,  refused  to 
cooperate  with  a  community  warehouse  evangelist  or  to  attend  his 
services  because  he  did  not  trust  him.  There  was  a  movement 
among  some  of  the  congregation  to  fire  Dr.  Blanton.  The  turmoil, 
however,  subsided  when  the  revivalist  ran  off  with  his  piano  player. 

During  the  1930's,  the  church  suffered  from  the  effects  of  the 
Great  Depression,  just  as  did  other  aspects  of  society.  The 
minister's  salary  dropped  from  $2400  to  $1800,  and  it  was  often 
difficult  to  meet  the  budget.  There  were,  however,  accomplish- 
ments during  the  decade.  Under  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  John  Simon 
(1936-1938),  the  church  adopted  a  business  structure  with  an 
advisory  board  composed  of  twelve  men  and  twelve  women  deacons 
and  the  executive  officers  of  all  church  organizations.  Also,  in  1938, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Lassiter  was  employed  to  be  the  first  religious 
education  director  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Simon  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Paul  Bagby,  whose  influence 
enabled  the  new  business  structure  to  work  more  smoothly  by 
reducing  friction  which  had  developed. 

As  the  1940's  advanced,  World  War  II  began,  and  its  influence 
was  felt  in  the  church.  Many  of  the  young  men  were  called  into  the 
armed  services.  Among  these  were  two  members  of  the  Advisory 
Board,  W.A.  Huggins  and  J.A.  Wheless.  This  body,  in  their 
September  7, 1942  meeting,  noted  that  the  military  service  of  these 
two  should  be  recognized  "in  a  proper  manner."  On  June  13, 1943,  a 
special  service  was  held  around  the  presentation  of  the  flag  to  the 
church.  Relatives  of  men  in  service  were  offered  special  invitations 
to  attend. 

Also  during  the  war  daily  prayer  services  were  held  at  the  Court 
House.  The  Baptist  minister,  Dr.  Bagby,  joined  with  those  from  the 
Methodist  and  Episcopal  churches  to  take  turns  in  conducting  these 
services.  A  special  tolling  of  the  Court  House  bells  invited  the 
citizenry  in  on  June  6,  1944,  -  D  Day. 

Following  the  war  a  surge  of  activity  developed  in  the  church. 
Aubrey  S.  Tomlinson  was  called  as  minister  in  1946,  a  post  he  was  to 
hold  for  the  next  twenty-five  years. 

Between  1946  and  1950,  extensive  renovations  were  made  in  the 
basement  area,  and  a  kitchen  was  equipped.  In  the  Sanctuary  the 
walls  and  woodwork  were  painted  and  wall  to  wall  carpet  was  laid. 
Among  the  church  leaders  at  this  time  and  for  this  project  were 
H.C.  Taylor,  S.T.  Wilder,  W.J.  Cooper,  J.H.  Boone,  H.T. 
Bartholomew,  W.B.  Tucker,  and  Perry  Wheeler. 
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The  decade  of  the  '50's  nationally  was  a  time  when  the  country, 
recovering  from  a  long,  hard  war,  turned  to  its  churches  in  record 
numbers.  It  was  also  a  time  of  high  birth  rates  and  large  families. 
All  of  this  was  reflected  in  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church.  During 
this  time,  overall  lay  leadership  for  the  church  was  offered  by  G.M. 
Beam,  who  served  as  chairman  of  the  Advisory  Board  for  several 
terms.  Other  leaders  at  this  time  were  J. H.  Boone,  J. P.  Timberlake, 
Jr.,  W.B.  Tucker,  C.R.  Sykes,  Mrs.  A.B.  Perry,  Mrs.  D.L.  Wells,  and 
Mrs.  J. P.  Timberlake,  Jr. 

Sunday  School  attendance  continued  to  increase,  and  in  1951  the 
congregation  voted  to  buy  a  lot  on  East  Noble  Street  and  build  a 
new  parsonage  in  order  to  use  the  old  parsonage  for  the  much 
needed  space.  Among  those  serving  on  the  committee  for  the  new 
parsonage  were  Mrs.  Blair  Tucker,  Willie  Lee  Lumpkin,  H.C. 
Taylor,  Jr.,  and  Frank  Whelessjr.  With  the  completion  of  the  new 
parsonage,  the  overflowing  Sunday  School  began  using  the  old  one 
for  its  classes. 

The  Wiley  Perry  house  which  adjoined  the  church  property  was 
bought;  one-half  of  it  was  used  for  Sunday  School  classes,  and 
an  apartment  in  the  other  half  was  set  aside  for  the  use  of  the  church 
custodian. 

Both  of  these  buildings  were  demolished  in  1959,  and  work  was 
begun  on  a  new  education  building  to  be  located  behind  the 
sanctuary  on  Middle  Street.  The  building  was  completed  in  1962. 
Leadership  on  this  project  was  provided  by  E.M.  Bartholomew  as 
chairman  of  the  building  committee,  with  G.M.  Beam,  Blair 
Tucker,  Harvey  Bartholomew,  Julius  Timberlake,  W.T.  Sanderlin, 
and  others  assisting. 

In  1955  under  the  guidance  of  Pastor  Tomlinson,  the  Brotherhood 
organization  was  established.  Also  in  this  decade,  a  choir  director 
was  called,  and  a  church  secretary  was  employed.  Broadcasts  of 
Sunday  services  were  begun.  At  first  these  were  done  through  a 
Raleigh  station;  later  they  were  carried  by  WYRN,  the  Louisburg 
station,  in  rotation  with  other  churches  in  the  community.  Also,  a 
private  kindergarten  was  granted  permission  to  use  the  facilities  of 
the  Fellowship  Hall  in  the  new  education  building. 

The  decade  of  the  Ws  was  a  time  of  continued  activity  in  the 
church.  Air  conditioning  was  added  to  the  sanctuary  and  to  a 
portion  of  the  Fellowship  Hall.  The  walls  of  the  sanctuary  were 
painted,  new  draperies  were  installed  around  the  pulpit  and 
baptistry,  new  electric  wiring  was  put  in,  and  new  lighting  fixtures 
and  a  central  chandelier  were  installed.  A  number  of  these 
improvements  were  given  to  the  church  by  members. 
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Education  Building  Committee 

Edward  Bartholomew,  Chairman 

Left  to  right  -  Paul  W.  Stewart,  Sr.,  W.L.  Lumpkin,  H.C.  Taylor,  Jr., 

George  Dennis,  G.M.  Beam,  Sr.,  E.M.  Bartholomew,  J. P.  Timberlake, 
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In  1963,  a  committee  headed  by  G.M.  Beam,  Jr.  prepared  a  new 
constitution  which  was  adopted  by  the  curch  on  April  21  and  still 
remains  in  effect.  About  this  time  a  church  library  was  opened. 
Many  books  were  donated  by  members;  some  were  given  as 
memorials,  and  some  purchased  by  the  church.  When  the  actual 
opening  occurred,  1200  books  were  in  place. 

Another  innovation  of  the  Ws  was  the  development  of  a  summer 
ministry,  which  proved  to  be  most  successful.  This  was  done  in  1965 
by  bringing  in  a  young  ministerial  student,  Dan  White,  to  work 
with  the  young  people  of  the  church  during  the  summer.  Activities 
included  those  done  locally  and  an  occasional  camping  expedition 
at  Baptist  camp  grounds.  Also  established  during  the  period  was  a 
scholarship  fund  for  students  going  beyond  high  school.  Bland  B. 
Pruitt  and  Willis  Nash,  as  chairmen  of  the  Advisory  Board, 
provided  leadership  for  much  of  the  activities  in  the  '60's.  They 
were  ably  assisted  by  George  West,  Paul  F.  Mullen,  Mrs.  R.L. 
Eagles,  Mrs.  H.T.  Bartholomew,  and  others. 

The  church  has  always  been  involved  in  community  activities, 
and  church  facilities  have  been  used  since  1973  for  the  meetings  of 
Alcoholics  Anonymous,  The  Boy  Scouts,  the  Bloodmobile,  and  other 
groups  meet  at  the  church  from  time  to  time.  The  Baptists  have  also 
participated  in  community  vesper  services,  days  of  prayer,  Easter 
sunrise  services,  and  prayers  for  peace  held  at  the  Court  House. 

By  1978  water  and  time  had  weakened  sections  of  the  walls  and 
the  tower  area  of  the  church.  During  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Bill  R. 
Almond,  Jr.,  a  general  renovation  was  completed.  The  interior 
woodwork  including  the  oak  pews  was  refinished;  the  choir  loft  was 
enlarged;  and  a  new  pipe  organ  was  installed,  as  well  as  new 
carpeting  and  draperies.  George  West,  as  chairman  of  the 
Advisory  Board,  provided  strong  leadership  for  this  project.  He 
was  aided  by  the  services  of  many  church  members  serving  on 
various  committees. 

In  1980,  the  church  sponsored  the  Tran  family,  refugees  from 
Vietnam,  on  their  arrival  in  this  country.  The  family  consisted  of 
one  thirty-five  year  old  man  and  four  boys  in  their  teens.  These 
were  to  establish  themselves  in  this  country  and  then  bring  over  the 
women  of  the  family.  Church  members  provided  a  furnished 
apartment,  clothes,  and  food  for  this  group.  This  cooperative  effort 
involved  many  church  members,  but  leadership  was  provided  by 
Tom  Bolton.  After  three  months,  the  family  moved  to  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  where  a  large  Vietnamese  colony  existed,  and  where  they 
felt  greater  opportunities  existed  for  them. 

At  the  beginning  of  1981,  a  special  campaign  headed  by  Mrs. 
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Lucille  Ford  was  conducted  to  raise  money  to  retire  a  $6000 
building  note  at  the  bank.  Donations  were  made  in  memory  of  loved 
ones,  and  a  beautiful  book  of  memorials  was  compiled  with  all 
donations  listed.  The  campaign  concluded  on  February  15,  Love 
Sunday,  and  the  total  collection  amounted  to  more  than  $14,000. 

Dr.  Almond,  shortly  before  leaving  the  church,  began  some 
training  programs  in  lay  pastoral  care  for  deacons.  Under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  Larry  Williams,  the  new  pastor,  and  Jim 
Mills,  chairman  of  the  deacons,  an  organizational  structure  was 
established  for  deacons  to  be  actively  involved  in  ministry.  The 
following  five  task  force  groups  were  established:  (1)  Ministry  to 
Shut-ins,  (2)  Hospital  Ministry,  (3)  Crisis  Ministry,  (4)  Prospective 
Members,  (5)  Membership  Development.  Each  deacon  serves  on 
one  of  the  task  force  groups.  The  pastor  has  given  continued 
training  in  lay  pastoral  care  and  the  spiritual  development  of 
deacons. 

When  Mr.  Williams  accepted  the  call  of  the  church  in  1982,  it  was 
with  the  understanding  that  he  be  given  a  housing  allowance  as 
opposed  to  being  furnished  the  parsonage.  In  July,  1984,  this  went 
into  effect,  and  Mr.  Williams  chose  to  purchase  the  parsonage  on 
Noble  Street,  thus  ending  the  church's  practice  of  furnishing  living 
quarters  for  the  minister  and  his  family,  which  had  been  in  effect 
since  1907.  However,  in  the  deed  of  transfer  of  the  parsonage 
property,  it  is  included  that  "if  and  when  the  property  is  resold,  the 
church  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  purchase  same." 

There  were  three  very  special  occasions  observed  in  the  Baptist 
church  during  the  period  1983-1985.  The  first  of  these  was  on  April 
17, 1983,  when  the  church  members  and  other  friends  held  a  special 
service  honoring  Aubrey  S.  Tomlinson,  who  served  as  pastor  from 
1946  to  1971.  He  was  given  the  title  of  Pastor  Emeritus  during  the 
service,  and  also  was  presented  with  a  plaque.  Many  tributes  were 
given  to  Mr.  Tomlinson  for  his  many  years  of  pastoral  care,  his 
leadership  in  the  church  and  community,  and  for  the  great  respect 
he  had  earned  from  all  whose  lives  he  had  touched. 

A  highlight  of  the  Advent  season  in  1983  was  the  introduction  of 
the  Chrismon  Tree.  Eighty-two  Chrismons  representing  ancient 
symbols  of  the  Christian  faith  were  hand-made  by  about  sixty 
members  of  the  church.  Allen  Shearin  was  chairman  of  this 
project.  The  Chrismons  were  hung  on  a  beautiful  tree  placed  in  the 
sanctuary,  and  the  tree  was  lighted  during  an  evening  worship 
service  on  the  first  Sunday  of  Advent.  The  Chrismon  Tree  has 
continued  to  be  an  important  part  of  Advent,  the  preparation  for 
Christmas  for  the  church  family. 
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The  third  special  event  was  the  ordination  of  Lane  Dyke  to  the 
Gospel  ministry  on  May  19,  1985.  The  ordaining  council  was 
composed  of  eight  members  of  our  church  and  three  members  of 
churches  in  our  association  with  Aubrey  Tomlinson  serving  as 
chairman.  After  a  very  impressive  ceremony,  the  church  and 
guests  gathered  in  the  fellowship  hall  for  a  covered-dish  meal. 

As  one  views  the  history  of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  and  its 
present  status,  certain  positive  features  seem  to  stand  out.  Among 
these  are  the  following: 

1.  An  interest  in  education,  especially  religious  and  mission 
education,  and  especially  for  the  youth. 

2.  Determination  to  have  a  worthy  place  of  worship. 

3.  General  interest  in  the  Baptist  denomination  as  a  whole. 

4.  Acceptance  of  women  in  leadership  roles. 

5.  Maintenance  of  orderly  forms  of  services  of  worship. 

6.  Cordial     relations     with     other     denominations     of    the 
community. 

7.  Stability  within  the  church  as  evidenced  by  the  lengthy 
tenure  of  recent  pastors. 

8.  Freedom  of  the  pulpit. 

9.  Acceptance  of  diversity  in  the  church. 

10.  Members  caring  for  each  other  especially  in  time  of  crisis. 

11.  An  appreciation  of  its  heritage. 

The  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  began  its  150th  year  in  1986  able 
to  look  with  pride  on  what  it  is  and  what  it  has  accomplished  -  a 
beautiful  church  representing  the  talents  and  generosity  of  many 
people  and  a  thriving  institution  devoted  to  serving  the  cause  of 
Christianity. 

Written  by  Mamie  Clayton 
Josephine  Zealand 
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History  of  the  Sunday  School 

of  the 

Louisburg  Baptist  Church 

According  to  available  records,  a  Baptist  Sunday  School,  or  so- 
called  Sabbath  School,  was  organized  "At  a  meeting  held  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  June,  (17th),  1849. 

The  first  Sabbath  School  Superintendent  was  Brother  Guilford 
Lewis,  a  local  merchant,  whose  financial  support,  time-consuming 
exertions,  and  patient  leadership,  held  the  church  together  through 
the  years.  On  November  18,  1854,  the  church  presented  Brother 
Lewis  a  certificate  of  recognition  to  that  effect. 

Dr.  A.J.  Dennis  succeeded  Mr.  Lewis  in  1854  and  remained 
superintendent  for  a  number  of  years,  presumably  until  the  war  of 
1861-1865.  During  the  war,  the  membership  was  scattered,  and 
even  worship  services  were  irregular  until  the  property  of  the 
church  was  finally  sold  to  the  black  members  in  1871. 

According  to  the  minutes  of  the  Tar  River  Association  for  1868 
and  1870,  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  was  not  represented,  but 
the  Report  on  Sabbath  Schools  "heartily  recommend  the 
organization  of  a  Sabbath  School  in  every  church  or  community"  — 
since  "it  is  the  very  nursery  of  the  church." 

During  the  years  1872  through  1877,  there  were  no  Sabbath 
School  statistics  reported  to  the  Tar  River  Association.  In  fact,  the 
1872  minuted  showed  only  14  members  of  the  church,  with  C.A. 
Jenkins  as  pastor. 

However,  the  1881  minutes  of  the  Association  reported  that  Mr. 
Charles  M.  Cooke  (later  Judge  Cooke)  was  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School,  along  with  eleven  teachers  and  eighty  so-called 
scholars.  Judge  Cooke  not  only  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath  School  until  1890,  but  he  also  served  as  teacher  of  the  Bible 
Class  for  twenty-five  years. 

Church  records  for  1889  show  a  total  enrollment  of  103  in 
Sabbath  School  for  that  year.  The  church  at  this  time  was  a  large 
wooden  building  on  Sunset  Avenue,  midway  between  Main  and 
Church  Streets. 

According  to  records  of  a  Church  Conference  held  the  third 
Sunday  in  October,  1890,  the  subject  of  building  a  Sunday  School 
room  was  discussed,  and  various  "amounts  of  money  subscribed 
towards  that  object"  amounting  to  $111.00. 

At  a  later  Church  Conference,  the  third  Sunday  in  January,  1891, 
a  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  pastor,  Brother  B.  Cash, 
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together  with  Brothers  Charles  Cooke,  E.S.  Green,  T.B.  Wilder, 
and  T.J.  Harris  be  appointed  as  a  committee  to  have  the  Sunday 
School  room  built,  and  such  repairs  as  they  deemed  best,  made  to 
the  sanctuary. 

At  a  later  Church  Conference  on  the  second  Sunday  in  May,  1891, 
Judge  Cooke  reported  on  "the  repairs  already  contracted  for  with 
Mr.  Hamilton  which  included  building  the  room  for  the  infant 
class,  putting  a  new  arch  back  of  the  pulpit,  and  lowering  the 
gallery." 

In  1890  Mr.  J.C.  Harris  was  elected  Superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath  School  and  was  followed  in  1891  by  Mr.  G.C.  Thompson. 

In  1896  Mr.  T.B.  Wilder  was  elected  superintendent  and  served 
in  that  capacity  for  thirteen  years.  When  he  became 
superintendent,  the  Sunday  School  was  composed  of  nine  officers 
and  teachers  and  116  pupils. 

In  1910  Mr.  George  C.  Cooper  became  superintendent.  He  was 
followed  the  next  year  by  Mr.  Ivey  Allen,  who  served  from  1911 
through  1917. 

From  1918  through  1939  Professor  W.R.  Mills,  principal  of 
Louisburg  High  School  and  later  County  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 

During  the  1920's,  the  first  addition  to  the  present  church 
building  was  made.  The  high  terrace  on  Middle  Street  near  the 
back  of  the  church  was  cut  down  to  street  level,  and  a  brick  addition 
was  built.  This  addition  includes  the  present  classroom  opening 
into  the  sanctuary  and  the  Men's  Bible  Class  on  the  second  floor  and 
the  present  kitchen  and  adjoining  room  downstairs.  This  room  was 
originally  built  for  the  beginners'  department,  but  was  later  used  as 
the  church  parlor,  as  the  church  library,  and  by  the  Phoenix  Class, 
a  group  of  young  married  couples  in  their  later  twenties  and 
thirties  for  Sunday  School. 

Sunday  School  records  taken  from  the  minutes  of  the  Tar  River 
Association  vary  from  a  high,  in  1928,  of  eighteen  officers  and 
teachers  with  a  total  enrollment  of  322  and  an  average  attendance 
of  240;  to  a  low,  in  1934,  of  thirteen  officers  and  teachers  with  an 
enrollment  of  179  and  average  attendance  of  107. 

In  September,  1943,  Mr.  Jonah  C.  Taylor  was  elected  general 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  with  Mr.  F.P.  Hart  as 
associate  and  the  following  departmental  superintendents:  Adults, 
Mr.  E.C.  Journigan,  then  principal  of  Mills  School;  young  people's, 
Mrs.  R.G.  Bailey;  intermediate,  Mrs.  A.  Paul  Bagby;  junior,  Mr. 
G.O.  Kennedy;  primary,  Mr.  Alex  T.  Wood,  Mrs.  P.H.  Massey,  and 
Mrs.  Grady  Harris;  beginners,  Mrs.  Florence  Wells;  cradle  roll, 
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Mrs.  A.B.  Perry,  Mrs.  W.N.  Fuller  and  Mrs.  R.L.  Eagles. 

At  an  Advisory  Board  meeting  in  September,  1944,  the  pastor, 
Dr.  Bagby,  was  instructed  to  contact  the  architect  employed  by  the 
Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and 
request  his  help  in  preparing  plans  to  remodel  the  Sunday  School 
rooms  in  the  church  basement  whenever  he  was  in  this  section  of  the 
state. 

By  April,  1945,  it  was  reported  that  the  above  architect  had  come 
and  had  found  such  crowded  conditions  in  the  department  that  an 
additional  building  would  be  needed  with  at  least  seven  more 
classrooms.  The  proposed  structure  would  be  extended  toward  the 
parsonage  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $20,000.  No  action  was  taken 
on  the  report  at  that  time. 

At  the  Advisory  Board  meeting  in  May,  1945,  the  building 
committee  was  authorized  to  add  battleship  linoleum  on  the 
basement  floor  and  indirect  lights  above,  together  with  "such 
changes  as  might  make  the  best  use  of  our  available  space." 

Dr.  Bagby  left  at  the  end  of  the  year,  1945,  and  on  Sunday, 
February  10,  1946,  the  Church  voted  to  employ  the  Reverend 
Aubrey  S.  Tomlinson  as  pastor. 

Soon  thereafter  the  building  committee  added  four  small 
classrooms  for  the  intermediate  and  junior  departments  within  the 
assembly  room  of  the  basement,  together  with  a  rather  unsightly 
furnace  to  serve  that  area.  The  adjoining  bathroom  was  also 
completely  remodeled  at  that  time. 

In  May,  1946,  Mr.  W.A.  Huggins,  a  teacher  at  Mills  High  School, 
was  elected  co-superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  until  the  return 
of  Mr.  E.P.  Hart  from  Rex  Hospital  following  the  loss  of  his  left 
hand.  The  following  year,  1946-1947,  Mr.  E.G.  Journigan  was 
elected  to  serve,  and  the  attendance  continued  to  increase. 

Since  the  old  parsonage  next  door  to  the  Church  was  out-moded, 
the  church  decided  to  buy  a  lot  on  East  Noble  Street  for  a  new  brick 
parsonage  and  to  use  the  old  one  for  Sunday  School  classrooms. 

Accordingly,  a  committee  reported  the  following  use  for  the  old 
parsonage:  the  upstairs  was  assigned  to  the  intermediate 
department;  the  right  front  room  downstairs  to  the  proposed  young 
married  couple's  class,  later  known  as  the  Jewel  class;  the 
remainder  of  the  rooms  on  the  right,  downstairs,  was  assigned  to 
the  primary  department.  The  front  room  on  the  left  downstairs  was 
assigned  to  the  Men's  Bible  class,  with  the  Church  office  in  a  small 
room  behind  that. 

According  to  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  J. P.  Timberlake,  Jr.,  the 
average  attendance  at  this  time  was  250.    However,  the  Sunday 
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School  continued  to  grow  and  by  October,  1952,  the  average  weekly 
attendance  was  over  270.  In  addition,  the  pastor  reported  that  a 
new  young  men's  class  had  been  organized. 

In  September,  1953,  the  back  porch  of  the  old  parsonage  had  to  be 
enclosed  as  a  classroom  for  the  use  of  small  children,  while  one  of 
the  upstairs  rooms  was  also  partitioned  to  make  an  extra  classroom. 

In  October,  1953,  Superintendent  Timberlake  reported  that  all 
classrooms  were  crowded  and  that  between  forty-five  and  fifty 
more  children  would  become  eligible  for  the  cradle  roll  the  next 
year,  with  no  place  to  put  them. 

The  continued  growth  of  the  Church  School  spurred  new  and 
determined  efforts  by  all  departments  for  collections  and  pledges  to 
the  Church  Building  Fund.  These  efforts  included  piggy  banks  by 
the  Berean  Class,  monthly  donations  by  the  Dorcas  Ladies'  Class, 
and  even  collection  cups  in  the  junior  and  primary  departments. 

As  a  result  of  these  concerted  efforts,  the  Building  Fund  grew  to 
$21,000  by  February,  1956. 

At  the  same  time,  the  enrollment  had  been  growing.  On  Easter 
Sunday,  340  people  attended,  while  the  weekly  attendance  the 
Sunday  before  had  been  313. 

At  the  Advisory  Board  meeting  on  January  8, 1956,  the  Building 
Committee  reported  that  work  was  to  start  on  the  erection  of  a  new 
Sunday  School  building  about  March  10,  and,  that  for  that  reason, 
space  would  have  to  be  provided  within  the  Church  for  all  the 
classes  meeting  in  the  old  parsonage,  which  would  be  torn  down 
first. 

As  a  result,  the  Church  sanctuary  itself  was  bulging  at  the  seams 
every  Sunday  morning  with  four  or  five  classes  meeting  in  there  at 
the  same  time.  This  situation  continued  throughout  the  entire  time 
that  the  educational  building  was  being  built. 

Later,  in  April,  1956,  it  was  reported  that  the  last  set  of  plans  was 
being  examined  at  Southeastern  Seminary,  and  that  when  they 
were  approved,  work  would  then  begin  on  the  new  building. 

During  this  time,  however,  new  classes  continued  to  be 
organized.  In  June,  1957,  pastor  Tomlinson  reported  on  a  petition 
from  several  young  married  couples  to  organize  a  class.  This 
petition  was  approved  and  the  church  furnished  twelve  chairs  for 
them  to  use  in  a  classroom  in  the  Wiley  Perry  house. 

By  1959,  with  a  total  of  $45,000  in  the  Building  Fund,  the  Church 
approved  the  letting  of  a  contract  for  the  Sunday  School  Building  or 
Educational  Building  as  it  came  to  be  called.  The  low  bid  of 
$137,000  was  accepted,  and  construction  finally  began  with 
Edward  M.  Bartholomew  as  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee. 
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At  the  September  20,  1959,  Advisory  Board  Meeting,  Mr.  G.M. 
Beam,  stated  "The  drive  to  build  a  new  Educational  Building  has 
been  sidetracked  until  now,  but  it  was  the  Lord's  will  that  we  build 
at  this  time,  and  with  His  help,  we  will  raise  the  money." 

In  his  yearly  report  to  the  Tar  River  Association,  the  pastor, 
Reverend  A.S.  Tomlinson,  summed  up  the  move  into  the  new 
building  as  follows: 

On  June  12,  1960,  our  Sunday  School  Superintendent, 
Mr.  Max  T.  Brown  and  his  committee  led  us  in  a  memorable 
service  as  we  entered  our  new  building  preparatory  to 
beginning  regular  work  there  on  June  19. 

For  eighteen  months,  our  work  has  been  conducted  with 
wonderful  patience,  under  difficult  conditions. 

We  thank  every  worker  and  person  for  what  they  did  for 
the  school. 

The  remainder  of  the  summer,  the  Church  continued 
learning  how  to  feel  at  home  in  our  new  building,  with 
various  organizations  studying  how  best  to  use  the  new 
facilities. 

Various  persons  in  the  Church  discovered  how  they  could 
make  personal  additions  to  the  comfort  and  attractiveness 
of  the  rooms,  such  as  Venetian  blinds  installed  by  Mr.  M.G. 
Wilder,  and  brass  name  plates  on  the  doors  by  Mr.  Paul  W. 
Stewart. 

Our  Sunday  School  enlarged  to  its  highest  recorded 
enrollment  of  480  persons. 

We  have  separate  classes  for  every  year  from  three 
through  seventeen  years  of  age.  Forty-four  officers  and 
teachers  are  involved  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School,  not 
including  class  officers  and  substitutes. 

Two  special  features  of  the  year  were  a  Christmas  Tree 
Party  on  December  18,  conducted  by  Superintendent 
Brown;  and  the  ceremony  of  Entering  the  New  Building  on 
June  20. 

To    our    Building    Committee    Chairman,    E.M. 

Bartholomew,  and  his  Committee;  our  Building  Finance 

Committee  Chairman,  G.M.  Beam  and  his  Committee;  we 

cannot  express  adequate  appreciation  for  their  tireless 

service  in  leading  us  to  the  accomplishments  of  this  year. 

The    officers    and    teachers    for    1960-61    were    as    follows: 

Superintendent,  Max  T.  Brown;  Assistant  Superintendent,  George 

M.  West;  Secretary,  J.H.  Boone,  with  M.G.  Fleming  as  Assistant; 

Adult  Department,  R.E.  Plott,  Superintendent,  with  adult  teachers 
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Mrs.  Alice  Uzzle,  Mr.  Grady  Harris,  Mr.  Charles  0.  Green,  Mrs. 
Jewel  Bartholomew,  and  Mr.  G.M.  Beam,  Young  People's 
Department,  Mr.  E.H.  Stallings;  Intermediate  Department,  Mr. 
J. A.  Weathers;  Junior  Department,  Mr.  Milton  Smith;  Primary 
Department,  Miss  Bessie  Shadrack;  Beginner  Department,  Mrs. 
J.C.  Coss  and  Mrs.  O.C.  Debnam  for  five-year  olds;  Mesdames  J. P. 
Timberlake,  Jr.,  and  Florence  Wells  for  the  four-year  olds;  Nursery 
Department,  Mrs.  J.E.  Tillottson,  Mrs.  Glenn  Hensley,  and  Mrs. 
C.T.  Deane;  under  three-year  olds,  Mrs.  V.A.  Peoples  and  Mrs.  Ollie 
Vaughan. 

In  November,  1960,  a  unified  budget  was  adoped  by  the  Church. 
Accordingly,  the  two  separate  offerings  heretofore  taken  in  Sunday 
School  and  later  in  Church  were  combined  into  one  offering,  which 
could  be  given  either  during  the  Church  School  or  at  the  morning 
worship  service. 

In  March,  1961,  twenty  officers  and  teachers  from  the  church 
participated  in  a  very  valuable  study  course  held  in  the  chapel  with 
seven  churches  participating. 

During  the  year  1961-1962,  George  West  served  as 
superintendent  with  Mr.  Jack  Coss  as  his  assistant.  The  average 
weekly  attendance  that  year  was  274  with  several  Sundays  having 
more  than  300  in  attendance. 

In  March,  1962,  a  letter  of  appreciation  was  sent  from  the  Church 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  M.  Bartholomew  thanking  them  for 
renovating  the  Intermediate  Department  Fellowship  room  during 
the  past  months. 

For  1962-1963,  George  West  again  served  as  superintendent  with 
Mr.  V.C.  Stone  as  assistant.  Other  changes  included  the  following 
superintendents:  Avery  Dennis,  Adult  Department;  E.H. 
Stallings,  Young  People's  and  W.O.  Fuller,  Juniors. 

Following  a  summer  slump,  the  average  attendance  during  the 
winter  months  was  above  300  per  Sunday.  In  fact,  the  April,  1963, 
report  showed  the  average  weekly  attendance  to  be  327,  with  an  all- 
time  high  for  one  Sunday  during  the  month  of  374. 

During  the  fall  of  1963,  another  Young  Couple's  Class  was 
organized  and  named  the  Quartus  Class.  Mr.  G.M.  Beam,  Jr., 
became  the  teacher  of  this  class  and  held  that  position  for  twenty- 
two  years  until  his  retirement  in  October,  1985.  Since  that  time,  Dr. 
Edward  Brown,  Mr.  Lorey  White,  and  Mr.  Stephen  J.  Howard  have 
served  jointly  as  teachers. 

Avery  Dennis  served  as  superintendent  until  June,  1964,  and 
Frank  Read  was  appointed.  During  that  church  year,  the  average 
weekly  attendance  dropped  to  266. 
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For  1965-1966,  Mr.  Henry  C.  Mixon  was  superintendent.  In 
January,  1966,  he  reported  the  organization  of  a  new  Extension 
Department  with  fifteen  members  and  two  workers.  In 
September,  1966,  the  Dorcus  Ladies'  Class  was  commended  for 
their  contributions  of  at  least  $50.00  each  month  to  the  Building 
Fund  over  a  period  of  many  months. 

From  1966  until  October,  1968,  Milton  Smith  was 
superintendent.  During  this  time,  the  weekly  attendance  fluctu- 
ated between  291  and  249. 

In  October,  1968,  Dr.  A.J.  Dennis  again  became  superintendent 
and  served  until  May,  1969,  when  he  resigned  and  left  Louisburg. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Ralph  S.  Knott;  Sunday  School 
attendance  continued  to  decline  during  the  summer  to  a  low  of  165 
for  July.  By  December,  the  average  had  increased  to  207,  and  a 
quarterly  teacher's  meeting  was  proposed. 

In  February,  1970,  fifteen  leaders  from  this  Church  attended  a 
Sunday  School  Clinic  held  at  the  Bunn  Baptist  Church.  In  May,  Mr. 
Knott  and  the  pastor,  A.S.  Tomlinson,  attended  an  associational 
meeting  at  White  Level  Church  about  the  new  Sunday  School 
literature  to  be  adopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Association  in 
October,  1970.  Another  series  of  meetings  was  later  held  to  further 
familiarize  the  teachers  and  officers  throughout  the  Association 
with  the  new  literature,  curriculum,  and  teaching  methods  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

The  final  report  for  1969-1970  showed  a  total  of  408  persons 
enrolled  and  an  average  weekly  attendance  of  189. 

During  1971-1972,  Mr.  W.M.  Hill  served  as  general  superinten- 
dent. 

In  September  of  that  year,  a  new  class  of  unmarried  people 
eighteen  years  old  and  up  was  planned  with  the  incoming 
Superintendent,  Mr.  B.G.  Parrish. 

In  1973  special  emphasis  was  put  upon  getting  the  officers  and 
teachers  more  involved  in  Bible  study  and  in  increased  attendance. 
Dr.  John  Eddins  of  the  Southeastern  Seminary  was  the  speaker  for 
a  special  associational  meeting  held  in  Henderson  during  that  year. 

In  February,  1972,  the  Reverend  Billy  Rolland  Almond,  Jr., 
became  pastor  of  the  Church,  and  the  Sunday  School  roll  was 
revised  with  a  total  membership  of  334  and  an  average  weekly 
attendance  of  167. 

For  the  year  1972-1973,  the  enrollment  increased  to  337,  but  the 
weekly  attendance  remained  167. 

Following  Mr.  Parrish's  two-year  tenure,  Mr.  James  A. 
Weathers  was  elected  as  Sunday  School  Director  and  served  for  the 
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two  years  from  1974  through  1976.  During  this  period,  the 
enrollment  decreased  from  314  in  1975  to  247  in  1976,  while  the 
average  weekly  attendance  increased  to  180  in  1975,  but  decreased 
to  165  in  1976. 

On  Sunday,  March  16, 1975,  a  copy  of  the  note  for  the  Education- 
al Building  was  burned  during  the  morning  worship  services 
followed  by  a  fellowship  dinner  at  the  Church. 

For  the  year  1976-1977,  Mr.  John  Griffin  and  Mr.  Earl  Oldham 
served  as  co-directors  of  the  Church  School.  The  average  weekly 
attendance  for  the  year  continued  to  decline,  with  a  yearly  average 
of  only  144. 

Mr.  Milton  Smith  took  over  as  director  of  the  Sunday  School  in 
October,  1977,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  the  next  two  years. 

The  average  weekly  attendance  for  1977-1978  was  155,  for  1978- 
1979,  it  dropped  again,  despite  the  addition  of  a  new  Young 
Married  Couples'  Class,  known  as  the  Phoenix  Class.  This  class 
originally  had  an  enrollment  of  sixteen  and  two  teachers,  Parker 
Lumpkin  and  Greg  Thompson. 

In  October,  1979,  Mr.  Robert  Moody  took  over  as  director  with  a 
weekly  attendance  of  144  for  1979-1980;  and  an  increase  of  four,  to 
148  in  1980-1981. 

With  Mr.  Charles  Watkins  serving  as  director  for  two  years  1981- 
1983,  a  new  class  for  college  students  got  off  to  a  good  start.  Weekly 
attendance  during  these  years  was  about  150. 

In  October,  1983,  Mr.  Allen  Shearin  became  director  of  the 
Sunday  School  for  two  years  through  1985.  During  the  fall  and 
winter  months,  both  attendance  and  collections  remained  good,  but 
dropped  in  the  summer  to  fewer  than  130. 

On  Sunday,  March  18,  1984,  in  order  to  increase  their  interest, 
the  young  people  of  the  Church  taught  the  adult  classes.  This  was 
considered  a  success. 

The  attendance  for  1984-1985  ranged  between  140-150  with 
weekly  contributions  above  $1,000.00  for  most  weeks,  and 
especially  good  attendance  in  the  junior  and  senior  high 
departments. 

For  the  year,  1985-1986,  the  following  officers  and  teachers 
served: 

Lucinda  Ayscue,  Director,  with  Milton  Smith,  Assistant;  Ronald 
Burnette,  Secretary,  with  Robert  Moody,  Assistant;  Charles 
Watkins,  Director  of  Adult  Department;  Tucker  Nobles,  Youth 
Department;  Jeanne  Dennis,  Children's  Department,  Paulette 
Brown,  Preschool  Department;  Polly  Knott,  Nursery  Department, 
and  Sylvia  McCollum,  Assistant. 
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The  teachers  for  the  year  were  Earl  Oldham,  Dorcas  Class; 
Willbur  Jolly,  Harris  Class;  Mamie  Clayton,  Berean  Class;  Jewel 
Bartholomew,  Jewel  Class  with  George  West,  Assistant;  Willis 
Nash,  Philathia  Class  with  Phyllis  Riggsbee,  Assistant;  Edward 
Brown  and  Steve  Howard,  Quartus  Class;  Gene  Allen,  Young  Adult 
Class;  Tucker  Nobles  and  Henry  Jones,  Junior  and  Senior  Highs; 
Donna  Allen,  Charlie  Brown  and  Carolyn  White,  Youth;  Lynda 
Lumpkin,  Cade  Carter  and  Linda  Twitty,  Preschool  B;  Paulette 
Brown  and  Elizabeth  Hill,  Preschool  A;  and  Polly  Knott,  Nursery. 

Written  by  Jewel  Bartholomew 


37 


The  History  of  the  Brotherhood 

Christian  fellowship,  Baptist  heritage,  world  missions,  and  local 
ministry  have  long  been  important  concerns  of  the  men  of 
Louisburg  Baptist  Church.  These  major  concerns  were  brought 
into  a  sharper  focus  in  the  mid  1950's  when  the  Brotherhood  came 
into  being  in  this  church  under  the  leadership  of  Jack  Cooper  and 
Willis  Nash.  From  its  beginning  this  organization  was  an 
important  arm  of  ministry,  a  source  of  inspiration,  and  a  vehicle  of 
information  about  concerns  of  Baptist  men. 

Brotherhood  meetings  were  held  in  the  lower  assembly  hall  of  the 
church  on  the  first  Tuesday  night  of  each  month  for  many  years. 
The  traditional  beginning  for  each  meeting  was  the  singing  of  the 
Doxology,  and  the  familiar  "Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessing 
flow..."  filled  the  room.  One  of  the  "blessings"  for  which  the  men 
were  thankful  was  the  delicious  meals  they  shared.  For  many  years 
the  circles  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  prepared  and  served 
their  brother  organization.  For  some  of  them  this  was  a  real  labor 
of  love!  To  take  care  of  family  and  professional  responsibilities  and 
cook  for  "those  hungry  men"  was  also  a  labor  of  blood,  sweat,  and 
tears!  This  arrangement  lasted  for  more  years  than  can  be 
documented,  but  the  ladies  passed  on  the  ladle  in  the  early  1970's. 
The  fellowship  meal  and  Brotherhood  meetings  continued  at  the 
home  of  Wallace  Tippett  with  Mrs.  Tippett  serving  as  caterer.  For 
about  three  years  the  men  enjoyed  Mrs.  Tippett's  good  food.  They 
then  began  to  meet  and  eat  at  the  Murphy  House  Restaurant. 

Meal  time  continued  to  be  an  important  part  of  Brotherhood 
although  the  logistics  underwent  some  changes.  When  Family 
Night  Suppers  were  initiated  at  the  church,  the  Brotherhood 
changed  their  meetings  to  Wednesday  night  and  met  after  the 
supper  for  their  programs.  When  these  suppers  were  no  longer 
continued  the  men  made  a  major  change  in  their  meeting  time.  A 
men's  breakfast  on  Laymen's  Sunday  in  January  had  been 
successful  for  several  years  and  this  paved  the  way  for  a  regular 
breakfast  meeting.  For  a  number  of  years,  beginning  in  the  late 
1970's,  on  the  first  Wednesday  morning  of  the  month  men  have 
gathered  in  the  church  fellowship  hall  to  enjoy  breakfast  together 
and  then  to  have  their  program.  The  kitchen  staff  for  the  monthly 
breakfast  has  been  a  dependable  foursome:  Bill  Hill,  Robert 
Moody,  Charles  Watkins,  and  George  West.  This  quartet  of  men  is 
dedicated  to  providing  great  quantities  of  bacon,  eggs,  grits 
(sometimes  instant  and  sometimes  not),  toast  and  coffee  to  as  many 
men  as  will  join  them  at  6:30  in  the  morning. 
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The  programs  for  the  Brotherhood  have  covered  a  great  variety 
of  topics  and  areas  of  interest.  There  have  been  programs  that 
centered  around  the  Baptist  denomination,  missions  both  at  home 
and  foreign,  theology  and  biblical  themes,  and  local  concerns  and 
ministries. 

Baptist  heritage  and  denominational  life  were  studied  in 
programs  that  were  based  on  the  activities  of  the  Tar  River 
Association,  the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  and  various  aspects  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention.  Biblical  programs  centered  on  such 
topics  as  evangelism,  studies  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  the  development 
of  the  Bible. 

There  have  been  many  special  programs  annually  that 
challenged  dedication  to  world  missions  through  the  Lottie  Moon 
offering  and  to  home  missions  through  the  Annie  Armstrong 
offering.  Many  of  these  have  been  jointly  attended  by  the  WMU  and 
the  Brotherhood.  First  hand  experiences  have  been  recounted  by 
people  in  the  area  who  have  been  involved  in  mission  efforts  in 
places  like  the  Barbados  and  Tanzania.  An  emphasis  on  world 
hunger  has  been  a  great  concern  through  the  years. 

The  men  of  the  church  have  kept  local  ministries  in  the  forefront 
of  their  program  planning.  Efforts  of  numerous  agencies  have  been 
examined.  Among  the  topics  studied  have  been  mental  health, 
education,  Butner's  services,  prison  ministries,  Al  Anon,  the 
medical  profession,  Franklin  Memorial  Hospital,  and  day  care  for 
senior  citizens. 

Local  and  personal  concerns  were  presented  to  the  men's  group 
by  community  leaders.  Some  concerns  addressed  through  the  years 
have  been  Louisburg  College,  county  needs,  farming,  police 
protection,  industrial  development,  the  establishment  of  the 
bloodmobile,  fire  prevention,  town  government,  the  Christian  and 
the  law,  need  for  wills,  and  the  importance  of  separation  of  church 
and  state. 

There  has  always  been  a  sense  of  ecumenical  concern  and 
cooperation  shown  in  the  program  planning.  Frequently  guest 
speakers  came  from  Methodist,  Episcopal,  and  other  Baptist 
churches  as  well  as  from  non-denominational  groups  such  as  the 
Salvation  Army  and  mall  chaplaincy  organization. 

Music  has  been  quite  important  to  the  Brotherhood  at  times  in  its 
history.  In  its  earlier  years  there  was  even  a  chorister  for  the 
organization.  Hank  Piatt  served  in  this  position  with  W.A. 
Andrews  assisting  him.  The  Brotherhood  Chorus  sang  for 
themselves  and  for  others.  They  sometimes  went  to  other  churches 
to  sing  for  special  occasions.  According  to  one  member,  they  once 
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attended  a  gathering  of  men's  choruses  which  intimidated  them  by 
its  size  and  afterwards  they  "just  played  out"!  Much  later, 
according  to  records,  the  men  enjoyed  lifting  their  voices  in  song 
accompanied  by  Peggy  Tomlinson  on  the  piano. 

A  history  of  the  Brotherhood  would  be  incomplete  without 
including  their  important  work  with  the  Royal  Ambassador 
program.  The  RA's  are  sponsored  by  the  Brotherhood  organization 
throughout  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and  this  church  has 
had  a  part  in  working  with  the  young  boys  for  many  years. 

In  the  mid  1960's,  under  the  leadership  of  Charles  Watkins  and 
James  Champion,  the  RA's  were  quite  active.  Uniforms  were 
purchased  for  them  by  the  Brotherhood.  A  camping  trip  to 
Umstead  Park  was  enjoyed  by  seven  RA  members.  The  following 
year,  1966,  the  RA's  went  to  Camp  Caraway,  the  brand  new  camp 
near  Asheboro,  for  a  weekend  of  adventure.  Boys  participating 
were  Howard  Fleming,  Randy  Fuller,  Kemp  Henry,  Craig 
Saunders,  Tommy  Smith,  Craig  Walters,  and  Keith  Watkins. 

An  outing  to  Kerr  Lake  under  the  leadership  of  Bill  Hill  and 
Charles  Watkins  proved  to  be  a  weekend  of  great  excitement  and 
anxiety.  Very  stormy  weather  engulfed  the  area.  Parents  back 
home  in  Louisburg  worried  and  called  to  see  if  the  boys  were  back 
or  if  word  had  been  received  as  to  their  safety.  The  boys,  however, 
had  no  anxiety  and  no  intentions  of  changing  their  plans  to  include 
an  early  return.  Adventure  was  only  heightened  by  the  storms! 
Other  camp-outs  followed,  but  none  had  the  same  impact.  The 
advent  of  other  special  programs  in  the  community  caused  a  decline 
in  the  RA  participation  and  for  several  years  the  organization 
became  inactive. 

In  1982,  RA's  were  reorganized  in  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church 
with  Gene  Allen  as  director.  Dennis  Cash,  Wayne  Harper,  Earl 
Oldham,  Tony  Robertson,  and  Lorey  White  served  as  counselors. 
Earl  Oldham  became  director  the  following  year  and  the  boys  have 
continued  to  work  on  advancement  in  the  Crusader  levels.  Each 
year  there  is  a  recognition  service  in  which  the  boys  are  given 
certificates  and  pins  for  their  accomplishement.  Outstanding 
records  have  been  made  by  Mark  Newton,  Caleb  Oldham,  Felton 
Parrish,  and  Lee  White.  A  highlight  of  each  year  has  been  the 
attendance  of  the  State  RA  Congress.  This  involves  a  mission  fair  in 
which  each  boy  participates.  A  very  special  occasion  was  the 
attendance  at  the  75th  anniversary  celebration  RA  Congress  in 
Greensboro. 

The  Brotherhood  has  had  a  very  important  mission  within  this 
community  as  a  response  to  the  commandment  to  "go  and  tell."  For 
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quite  a  long  time  they  were  involved  in  a  hospital  ministry.  On  the 
second  Sunday  of  each  month  they  sponsored  a  service  in  the  chapel 
of  Franklin  Memorial  Hospital  for  patients  who  could  attend  and 
family  members  who  wanted  to  attend.  Another  outreach  minis+ry 
was  to  visit  the  nursing  home  regularly  and  conduct  servicer  with 
patients  who  were  able  to  join  them. 

The  men  of  the  Brotherhood  have  responded  to  many  immediate 
needs  both  within  the  church  and  outside  the  church.  Gifts  were 
given  on  a  number  of  occasions  to  help  fund  such  things  as  new 
flooring  and  paint  for  the  church  kitchen.  (This  was  a  cooperative 
effort  with  the  WMU.)  They  bought  additional  tables  for  the 
fellowship  hall,  had  lettering  done  for  the  church  van,  helped  with 
expenses  for  youth  trips,  purchased  Christmas  trees,  and  aided  a 
deserving  student  at  Campbell  College.  On  several  occasions  the 
men  marshalled  forces  on  clean-up  campaigns  in  the  church,  the 
adjoining  lot,  and  in  the  community.  One  of  the  largest  projects 
undertaken  by  the  Brotherhood  was  that  of  painting  the  interior  of 
the  parsonage  in  1982. 

Records  for  the  Brotherhood  are  incomplete  but  many  members 
have  shared  in  leadership  roles.  Among  those  members  are  the 
following:  Jack  Cooper,  Willis  Nash,  George  Dennis,  Bill  Huggins, 
C.T.  Dean,  Jr.,  J.P.  Timberlake,  Charles  Watkins,  G.O.  Kennedy, 
George  West,  Paul  Mullen,  Wilton  Smith,  Millard  Oldham,  Robert 
Moody,  Karl  Pernell,  Lorey  White,  Lee  McCollum,  and  Milton 
Smith. 

The  Brotherhood  continues  as  it  began.  It  is  an  organization  built 
on  Baptist  heritage,  Christian  fellowship,  missions,  Christian 
action  and  ministry.  It  is  made  up  of  men  committed  to  being 
active,  concerned  Christians  in  the  world  in  which  they  live. 

Written  by  Zelma  Williams 
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Sesquicentennial  Activities  in 
1986  Celebration 


From  left  to  right:  The  Rev.  Dr.  Bill  Almond,  The  Rev.  Dr.  Larry  Williams,  The  Rev. 
Aubrey  Tomlinson,  The  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Mullinax 
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The  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  Sesquicentennial  Tapestries  containing  more 
than  550,000  stitches  and  hand  stitched  by  the  following  ladies  of  the  church: 


Lucinda  Ayscue 
Gwen  Cooper 
Gladys  Daniel 
Lucille  Ford 
Faye  Griffin 
Peggy  Lumpkin 
Kay  Nash 


Dorothy  Pernell 
Betty  Raynor 
Rose  Read 
Winnie  Sledge 
Ann  Smith 
Emma  Stewart 


Marion  Sykes 
Virginia  Taylor 
Helen  Tomlinson 
Frances  Warren 
Naomi  Warren 
Ruth  Wheless 


The  material  for  the  tapestries  was  given  by  Helen  Welch  Tucker  in  memory 
of  her  husband  William  Blair  Tucker. 


44 


Exterior  view  of  Louisburg  Baptist  Church 
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Photos  of  the  pulpit  and  choir 
loft  taken  on  Sesquicentennial 
Celebration  Sunday 
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January  5  —  Monologue:  "Dr.  Wait" 

The  first  Sunday  in  January,  1986,  Freddie  Hight  was  attired  in 
the  costume  of  1836  and  portrayed  Dr.  Samuel  Wait  as  he 
addressed  the  congregation  with  the  following  remarks: 

I  am  Doctor  Samuel  Wait  and  the  year  is  1836.  I 
presently  serve  as  the  First  President  of  Wake  Forest 
College  in  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina  and  I  am  happy  to 
inform  you  today  that  in  this  year  of  1836  I  have  been 
instrumental  in  founding  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church.  I 
will  serve  as  the  first  pastor  of  the  Louisburg  Baptist 
Church  for  at  least  the  next  two  years. 

I  was  born  in  New  York  State  only  a  few  miles  from  the 
Vermont  border  and  came  to  eastern  North  Carolina  nine 
years  ago  seeking  funds  for  George  Washington  University, 
a  Baptist  School  in  Washington,  D.C.  Because  of  a  run-a- 
way horse  and  a  shambles  of  my  wagon  during  my  fund 
raising  tour,  I  found  myself  stranded  in  New  Bern,  North 
Carolina  for  an  entire  month.  During  this  month  I  was 
invited  to  speak  from  their  pulpit  where  there  was  a 
growing  concern  among  Baptists  about  education, 
particularly  of  ministers.  This  concern  was  a  part  of  the 
national  humanitarian  and  reform  movement. 

For  the  next  three  years  I  roamed  the  state  with  my  wife 
and  young  daughter  to  explain  to  churches  and 
associations  the  need  for  a  college  to  provide  this  education. 
In  one  year  alone,  I  preached  268  sermons. 

In  1832  the  Convention  purchased  a  615  acre  plantation 
and  after  some  bitter  opposition,  Wake  Forest  opened  its 
doors  on  February  3,  1834.  Now  that  Wake  Forest  has 
opened  and  our  first  degrees  will  be  conferred  in  1839, 1  am 
happy  to  spend  some  of  my  time  helping  to  establish  strong 
Baptist  churches  such  as  the  one  here  in  Louisburg.  Thank 
you  for  allowing  me  to  establish  this  church,  and  to  serve  as 
its  pastor.  May  you  have  a  long  and  prominent  history  in 
Baptist  life  in  North  Carolina. 

Written  by  Allen  Shearin 
Presented  by  Freddie  Hight 
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Freddie  Hight  as  Dr.  Samuel  Wait 
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January  19  -  Covered  Dish  Supper  -  Group  Sing  -  Church  History 
Presentations 

Louisburg  Baptist  Church  continued  its  year-long  sesquicenten- 
nial  celebration  on  Sunday  evening,  January  19,  with  a  fellowship 
meal  at  the  church,  followed  by  an  interesting  and  informative 
program  on  the  history  of  the  church. 

Approximately  125  members  and  their  families  were  present  for 
the  meal  and  to  hear  Lucille  Ford,  Chairman  of  the 
Sesquicentennial  Committee,  state  the  objectives  of  the  celebration. 
Mrs.  Ford  then  introduced  Mamie  Beam  Clayton,  Chairman  of  the 
History  Committee  for  the  program.  Mrs.  Clayton  called  on 
Josephine  Zealand,  a  member  of  the  History  Committee,  to  give  a 
review  of  the  early  history  of  the  church. 

Following  Mrs.  Zealand's  presentation,  Mrs.  Clayton  gave  an 
interesting  and  humorous  account  of  many  events  in  the  church  as 
recalled  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  Annie  Beam,  who  at  94  is  the  oldest 
living  member  of  the  church. 

As  the  early  history  of  the  church  unfolded,  there  was  a  feeling  of 
interest  and  excitement  among  those  present.  More  history  of  the 
church  will  be  brought  into  focus  at  future  gatherings.  Mrs.  Ford 
announced  that  other  events  are  still  in  the  planning  stages,  but 
already  planned  is  a  birthday  cake  with  all  the  trimmings  to  be 
served  one  Sunday  in  June,  and  a  "Homecoming  Day"  will  take 
place  in  September. 

Written  by  Allen  Shearin 
for  The  Franklin  Times. 

Note:  The  history  of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  is  included  in 
the  first  section  of  this  book.  Mrs.  Beam's  reminiscences  are  on  the 
following  pages. 

LOUISBURG  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

by 

Annie  A.  Beam  (Age  92) 

September,  1984 

I  know  absolutely  nothing  about  the  origin  of  the  Louisburg 
Baptist  Church.  When  the  Presbyterians  became  too  few  in 
number,  they  sold  their  building  to  the  Baptists.  Mrs.  John  Mills 
now  lives  on  the  corner  of  what  is  Sunset  Avenue  and  Church 
Street.  The  church  was  two  doors  from  this  location  on  Sunset 
Avenue.    Behind  Mrs.  Mills'  is  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Felix 
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Allen,  III.  This  also  borders  the  old  church  property.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Allen  have  recently  bought  this  property  and  have  renovated  it  as 
an  apartment  house. 

I  don't  know  when  the  present  Baptist  Church  Building  was 
begun.  My  very  first  memory  was  hearing  Cousin  Lizzie  Bobbitt 
tell  Cousin  Irene  Kemp  to  be  certain  to  come  in  to  vote  for  the 
basement. 

My  father,  W.H.  Allen,  was  a  natural  builder,  beginning  at  age 
19,  when  he  built  his  first  log  house.  I  am  told  that  he  hand  picked 
each  piece  of  wood  that  went  into  the  ceiling  of  our  present 
sanctuary.  My  father  and  Judge  Cooke  gave  the  steps  for  this 
building,  and  I  have  always  thought  they  were  beautiful. 

The  first  thing  that  I  belonged  to  at  the  church  was  the  primary 
Sunday  School  class  taught  by  Judge  Cooke's  wife.  One  day  she  told 
us  to  always  take  care  of  things,  and  if  we  ever  saw  a  pin  on  the  floor 
to  be  certain  to  pick  it  up.  I  am  now  92  years  old,  and  if  I  ever  failed 
to  pick  up  a  pin,  it  was  because  I  didn't  see  it. 

My  first  visit  to  a  church  was  to  attend  a  night  wedding  at  the  old 
church  in  Sunset  Avenue.  Back  in  those  days  graduated  step  stands 
were  used  in  front  yards  to  hold  potted  flowers.  For  this  wedding 
someone  had  brought  in  one  and  placed  it  in  the  front  of  the  church 
right  behind  where  the  young  couple  would  stand.  The  lowest  shelf 
was  circular  and  each  higher  shelf  was  shorter  until  at  the  very  top 
the  shelf  was  only  large  enough  for  one  pot.  For  the  wedding  the 
shelves  were  all  covered  in  some  white  material,  and  blue  candles 
were  placed  upon  each  of  them.  When  the  candles  were  lit,  I 
became  very  excited,  and  the  older  people  thought  it  a  pleasing 
sight.  I  was  sitting  on  the  front  row  on  the  extreme  right  hand 
corner  next  to  the  aisle.  I  am  not  sure  who  was  getting  married,  but 
I  think  it  was  Miss  Sumner  Fuller  of  Louisburg  and  Mr.  Asa 
Parham  of  Henderson. 

Right  in  the  middle  of  the  ceremony,  the  stand  caught  fire.  My 
Uncle  Karl  Allen  rushed  down  and  asked  some  man  to  take  me  to 
the  last  window  on  the  right,  and  he  dashed  through  the  crowd  to 
get  outside  the  window,  so  to  be  able  to  get  me.  Thus  my  first  trip  to 
church,  I  went  in  the  door  and  came  out  the  window. 

Many  years  later  when  I  went  to  Sunday  School  Mrs.  Emma 
Allen,  who  was  one  of  our  most  loyal  Sunday  School  teachers,  was 
standing  at  the  outside  door  talking  to  a  strange  young  man.  She 
introduced  me  to  Mr.  Gaither  Mclntyre  Beam.  Much  later  he  and  I 
were  married.  We  had  a  very  simple  ceremony  in  my  Aunt  Lou's 
living  room  with  the  Baptist  minister,  Mr.  Walter  Gilmore, 
presiding. 
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I  was  always  in  Mrs.  Allen's  Sunday  School  Class  and  one 
morning  a  little  bride,  Estelle  Joyner,  came  in  the  class,  for  there 
was  no  young  people's  class  for  her  to  join.  I  went  over  and  invited 
her  to  come  to  sit  by  me.  We  had  many  happy  Sundays  together. 
Estelle  has  told  me  in  recent  times  that  Mrs.  Allen  had  retired  at 
the  time  she  joined,  but  for  many  years  the  class  carried  her  name. 

I  attended  funerals,  weddings,  Sunday  School  and  Church,  but  I 
had  never  joined  the  Church.  My  people  had  been  Quakers  when 
they  came  into  Franklin  County,  as  had  many  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Eastern  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  My  father  was  probably  the 
first  man  of  his  family  to  join  the  Baptist  Church.  My  mother's 
people  had  been  ardent  church  members.  A  personal  experience 
had  occurred  in  my  life  which  made  me  feel  I  should  join  the 
church.  I  asked  for  membership  and  joined  in  the  year  1924  when 
I  was  33  years  of  age. 

Soon  after  this,  I  was  elected  church  treasurer.  This  occurred 
about  the  time  we  were  getting  a  new  minister.  A  large  group  of 
church  members  were  called  to  discuss  many  aspects  of  church 
business.  Among  these  was  the  minister's  salary.  There  was  much 
discussion  as  to  whether  it  should  be  $375.00  or  $400.00  per  month. 
The  group  hemmed  and  hawed.  Finally  I  spoke  up  and  said:  "Make 
it  $400.00.  I'm  not  very  good  at  working  fractions."  Amid  the 
laughter  the  group  passed  the  $400.00  amount. 

When  I  assumed  the  treasurer's  job,  it  was  depression  times.  I 
began  getting  church  bills  from  all  around  town.  It  seems  to  me  I 
got  as  many  as  twenty-five.  I  observed  that  we  had  no  systematic 
method  for  purchasing  church  supplies.  I  got  all  the  bills  together 
and  went  downtown  to  talk  with  each  of  the  merchants  to  whom  we 
owed  accounts.  I  asked  them  if  I  paid  each  of  them  a  little  each 
month  if  they  would  bear  with  me.  They  each  agreed,  and  by 
degrees  I  managed  to  pay  off  the  smaller  accounts  and  then  the 
larger  ones  until  all  accounts  were  finally  settled. 

I  think  the  loveliest  thing  I  ever  witnessed  in  the  Baptist  Church 
was  my  daughter,  Mamie's  wedding.  There  was  a  huge  crowd  of 
Louisburg  people  as  well  as  friends  throughout  the  State,  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  Gladys  Bailey  (my  husband's  sister) 
was  directing  the  wedding.  After  all  of  the  sanctuary  was  filled, 
Dr.  Arthur  Fleming,  a  local  dentist  came  up  the  steps.  Gladys 
spoke  to  him  and  said,  "Dr.  Fleming,  I'm  just  as  sorry  as  I  can  be, 
but  every  seat  down  stairs  is  taken,  would  you  mind  going  up  into 
the  balcony?" 

Dr.  Fleming's  answer  was,  "Thank  you  very  much,  I  think  I'll 
come  back  next  time"  as  he  turned  and  went  down  the  outside  steps. 
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Dr.  Jim  King,  a  local  boy,  sang  at  the  wedding,  Mary  Lou  Beam, 
matron  of  honor,  wore  pink  and  the  bride  wore  a  light  blue  lace 
dress  with  a  large  navy  velvet  hat. 

I  am  very  proud  of  the  interest  both  of  my  children  are  taking  in 
the  church. 

For  the  past  five  years  I  have  been  bed-ridden.  I  am  very  grateful 
for  the  many  attentions  paid  to  me  by  numerous  organizations  of 
the  church. 

I  never  knew  my  father  to  make  but  one  speech  in  his  life,  and  that 
was  in  the  church.  The  current  minister  announced  from  the  pulpit 
his  resignation  to  take  effect  in  six  months  time.  Papa  arose  and 
said,  "I  move  the  resignation  take  effect  immediately."  The  motion 
passed. 

My  husband  was  always  exceedingly  active  in  the  Sunday  School 
and  Church.  At  one  time  he  served  as  moderator  of  the  Tar  River 
Association.  I  went  with  him  as  he  visited  other  churches 
throughout  the  association  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  these  meetings 
and  the  people  we  met  at  them.  Later  he  served  on  the  General 
Board  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention.  Again  I  enjoyed 
going  with  him  to  state  meetings. 
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February  2  —  The  World  in  1836 

"The  World  in  1836"  was  written  by  Connie  Medders  and  pre- 
sented by  Frank  Read.  This  presentation  presented  a  brief  review 
of  world  events  and  society  at  the  time  that  the  Louisburg  Baptist 
Church  was  being  founded. 


March  2  —  In  Appreciation  of 
The  Rev.  Aubrey  Tomlinson 

On  Sunday,  February  24, 1946,  a  young  man  stood  in  this  pulpit 
to  preach  his  first  sermon  in  The  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  and 
to  begin  a  pastorate  that  would  last  for  the  next  twenty-five 
years.  Coming  with  him  to  Louisburg  from  Norfolk,  Virginia,  were 
his  wife,  a  six  year  old  daughter  and  a  three  year  old  son.  For  the 
next  twenty-five  years,  he  would  serve  the  people  of  this  com- 
munity as  they  groped  with  the  everyday  sorrows  of  life,  and  he 
would  share  with  them  in  the  events  of  their  lives  that  brought 
them  great  joy.  He  was  always  there — not  only  as  a  pastor — but 
as  a  friend. 

Many  of  you  shared  so  many  of  the  happy  events  in  his  life  such 
as  when  his  daughter  was  married  in  this  church  and  when  his 
son  returned  home  after  a  military  tour  of  duty  to  become  a  local 
attorney.  You  were  here  and  supported  them  in  that  sad  time 
when  death  took  away  their  wife  and  mother  so  suddenly.  Per- 
haps at  that  time,  this  church  family  was  more  truly  a  family  of 
believers  and  carers— with  a  sense  of  unity— than  at  any  other 
time  in  the  history  of  this  church. 

I  dare  say  that  there  are  few  in  this  congregation  today  who 
have  not  at  one  time  or  another  been  touched  by  his  ministry,  and 
if  given  the  opportunity  here  today,  testimonials  of  what  he  has 
meant  to  you  and  yours  would  keep  us  here  for  a  long  time. 

Early  in  his  life  there  was  just  a  slight  possibility  that  he  might 
pursue  a  career  in  law,  but  the  desire  within  him  to  be  a  pastor 
and  a  preacher  won  out.  He  has  told  me  that  his  greatest  desire 
was  to  be  a  pastor— AND  A  GOOD  ONE.  There  is  no  doubt  among 
those  whom  he  has  served  that  the  realization  and  fulfillment  of 
that  desire  has  fully  come  to  be. 

Graduating  from  the  public  schools  of  South  Norfolk,  Virginia 
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in  1924,  he  went  on  to  the  University  of  Richmond  (a  good  Baptist 
School  in  Virginia)  from  which  he  graduated  in  1928.  Following 
this,  he  earned  a  Bachelor  of  Divinity  Degree  from  Crozer  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Chester,  Pennsylvania  and  a  Master's  of  Divin- 
ity from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia,  thus 
equipping  himself  to  see  that  his  dream  of  being  a  good  pastor 
could  become  a  reality. 

Some  of  the  major  events  in  his  life  were:  his  marriage  in  1938; 
the  birth  of  his  two  children  in  1940  and  1943;  his  induction  into 
the  Army  in  1942  for  a  20-month  tour  of  duty  in  England,  France, 
Germany  and  Austria;  his  return  from  service  in  1946;  a  tele- 
phone call  to  his  home  in  Norfolk  in  1946  from  one  Dr.  R.  L. 
Eagles;  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1965;  his  second  marriage  in  1971, 
and  the  ordination  of  two  young  men  from  this  church— Lamar 
Wheeler  in  1955  and  Dan  White  in  1967;  and  of  course,  that  day  in 
1971  when  this  church  honored  him  for  his  service  here. 

His  twenty-five  year  pastorate  of  this  church  represents  one- 
sixth  of  the  total  number  of  years  of  the  life  of  this  church.  Did 
you  know  that  during  that  twenty-five  year  span,  he  conducted 
433  funerals  and  performed  471  weddings.  Just  these  two  statis- 
tics alone,  notwithstanding  the  visits,  the  baptisms,  the  sermons, 
the  new  members,  would  indicate  that  it  would  be  virtually 
impossible  for  him  not  to  have  touched  the  lives  of  each  of  us  in 
some  way. 

This  church  has  honored  him  before,  but  because  he  has  been 
such  a  mighty  fortress  in  its  past  and  is  active  in  its  present,  we 
want  to  continue  that  honor  as  we  recall  some  of  the  events  in  the 
life  of  this  church  during  this  Sesquicentennial  Year. 

So,  we  of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church— with  pride,  praise, 
and  thanksgiving— salute  you,  Aubrey  S.  Tomlinson.  Thank  you 
for  giving  of  yourself  for  so  many  years  to  all  of  us  and  we  hope 
that  from  that  giving  you  have  received. 

Written  and  presented  by 
Allen  Shearin 
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April  6  —  History  of  the  Choir 
of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church 

When  the  new  church  building  was  finished  in  1904,  a  pipe 
organ  had  been  installed  with  twenty-nine  beautiful  as  well  as 
functional  pipes  on  display  in  the  choir  loft.  The  organ  was  hand- 
pumped  by  "Uncle"  Richard  Perry,  the  janitor  at  school  by  day 
and  the  organ-pumper  at  church  on  Sundays.  When  he  wasn't 
there,  a  young  boy  from  the  congregation  took  his  place.  Records 
show  this  was  the  first  pipe  organ  in  Louisburg.  It  was  electrified 
in  1929  at  a  cost  of  $147.88  for  the  motor.  Plain  oak  chairs  with 
cane  seats  were  used  by  the  choir. 

The  first  organist  anyone  now  remembers  was  Mrs.  Arthur 
Fleming.  Others  through  the  years  have  been  Mrs.  Fleming's  sis- 
ter, Miss  Sally  Williams  from  1919-1921;  Miss  Margaret  Wilder 
from  1929-1930;  Mrs.  Alice  Uzzle,  1930-1953;  Mrs.  Flavil  Cash 
Strother  from  1953  to  1979;  Interim  Organists  Mrs.  Cindy  Russell 
and  Mrs.  Jennifer  Wells;  and  Mrs.  Diane  Nobles  from  August,  1981 
to  the  present.  Assistants  have  been  Mrs.  Margaret  Wilder  Taylor, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  "Lib"  Horton,  and  Mrs.  Jackie  O'Neal  Kimball. 

Early  choir  members  dressed  in  their  "Sunday  best,"  complete 
with  fancy  hats  for  the  ladies.  It  was  not  until  the  late  1930's  that 
the  first  choir  robes  were  purchased.  The  first  ones  were  white. 
Others  were  maroon  with  white  detachable  collars,  navy  with  red 
and  white  detachable  stoles,  and  our  present  cream  robes  with 
red  yokes  and  attached  stoles. 

The  choir  at  first  was  small,  and  practices  often  were  held  in 
different  homes,  with  refreshments  being  served.  The  male  sec- 
tion was  few,  but  faithful.  Some  of  the  familiar  names  are  Henry 
C.  Taylor,  Blair  Tucker  and  Alonza  Liles.  The  ladies  far  outnum- 
bered the  men,  and  some  of  these  familiar  names  are  Mrs.  Iantha 
Joyner,  Mrs.  Marie  Perry,  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Bell. 

Efforts  to  keep  the  pipe  organ  in  good  repair  were  finally 
unsuccessful;  and  in  1963,  Mr.  E.  H.  McFarland  dismantled  it, 
numbered  each  piece  as  he  removed  it,  and  put  it  in  storage.  In 
1980,  it  was  sold.  A  Baldwin  Electronic  Organ  was  donated  by 
Margaret  and  Bland  B.  Pruitt  in  1962  and  was  put  to  use  imme- 
diately. It  was  moved  to  the  choir  loft  the  next  year  when  the  old 
organ  was  dismantled. 

For  many  years,  records  indicate  various  choir  members  served 
as  directors.  Some  of  those  were  Mrs.  Onnie  T.  Perry,  Mrs.  Gladys 
Bailey,  and  Mrs.  Irene  Mills.  Mrs.  Uzzle  served  in  this  capacity  for  a 
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time  while  she  was  organist.  In  1947,  the  first  long-term  director 
was  William  H.  "Bill"  Andrews.  He  served  for  fifteen  years,  until 
June,  1962.  The  first  paid  director  was  Stillman  Scott,  who 
started  February,  1964,  and  served  until  August,  1965,  and  was 
paid  a  salary  of  $50  per  month.  He  was  followed  by  Mrs.  Lucinda 
Ayscue,  who  served  from  1965  to  1971,  and  from  July,  1973,  to 
February,  1979.  She  also  served  as  interim  on  several  occasions. 
Reverend  Charles  P.  Burchette,  Tar  River  Associational  Mission- 
ary, served  as  interim  from  November,  1971,  to  January  15, 1972, 
in  order  that  Christmas  music  could  be  prepared.  There  have 
been  several  directors  since  that  time:  Wray  Wheless  served  from 
November,  1972,  to  June,  1973;  Mrs.  Mickey  Pearce  from  May, 
1979,  to  June,  1980;  Gerry  Robinson  from  1981  to  1982,  and  Lane 
Dyke  became  director  October  16,  1983. 

Our  present  M.  P.  Moller  8-rank  Pipe  Organ  was  officially  dedi- 
cated in  a  special  service  November  14,  1976,  with  guest  organist 
William  Warren,  Jr.,  of  Norfolk,  Virginia.  The  cost  of  the  organ  was 
$25,000;  and  early  in  1978,  a  note  burning  was  held  during  regu- 
lar Sunday  morning  worship  service  to  celebrate  retirement  of 
the  debt.  A  part  of  the  original  organ  was  retained,  the  beautiful 
pipes  that  are  merely  decorative  today. 

Through  the  years,  there  have  been  Primary,  Junior,  and  Youth 
Choirs,  in  addition  to  the  Adult  Choir,  which  are  all  functioning  at 
present. 

During  the  sanctuary  renovation  started  in  1978,  seventeen 
bolted-down  red  plush  chairs  were  placed  in  the  choir  loft,  and 
the  old,  oak,  cane-bottom  chairs  were  removed.  In  1979  special 
recognition  and  appreciation  were  given  Flavil  Strother  when  she 
retired  after  serving  twenty-six  years  as  organist. 

Since  its  inception,  the  choir  as  a  whole  and  as  individual 
members  have  given  of  their  time  and  talents  in  ministering 
through  music  each  Sunday.  Also,  the  choir  has  participated  in 
extra  services  such  as  weddings,  funerals,  community  programs, 
special  programs  with  other  church  choirs,  and  at  the  associa- 
tional meetings.  Quartets  were  called  on  often. 

Today,  the  choir  continues  as  a  close-knit  group  who  genuinely 
love  and  enjoy  each  other.  Members  are  Mesdames  Lucille  Ford, 
Sue  Leonard,  Donna  Allen,  Barbara  Faulkner,  Iris  Champion,  Kay 
Nash,  Gladys  Daniel,  Kaye  Harris,  Joyce  Griffin,  Frances  Freeman, 
Messrs  W.  0.  Fuller,  Joe  Shearon,  George  West,  Allen  Shearin, 
Robert  Moody,  Matt  Jolliff  and  Parker  Lumpkin.  Joe  Shearon 
serves  as  chairman  of  the  Music  Committee. 

Written  and  presented  by  Kay  Nash 
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April  30  —  Bill  Joyner  — 
Covered  Dish  Supper 

Mr.  William  "Bill"  Joyner  is  Vice-President  for  University  Rela- 
tions at  Wake  Forest  University.  Mr.  Joyner,  great-great-grandson 
of  Dr.  Samuel  Wait,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Louisburg  Bap- 
tist Church  on  April  30, 1986,  and  he  was  introduced  by  Bland  B. 
Pruitt,  Jr. 

Starr  Cardwell  Abbott  was  the  guest  soloist.  The  covered  dish 
supper  which  was  held  at  the  conclusion  of  the  service  provided  a 
time  of  fellowship  for  all  of  those  in  attendance. 


May  11  —  Presentation  on  the  Interior  Design 
of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church 

I'd  like  to  invite  you,  for  a  few  moments,  to  look  with  me  and 
absorb  some  of  the  beauty  of  this  edifice  which  we  have  inherited. 
You  have  sat  in  this  sanctuary  many,  many  times;  and  I'm  sure 
you  have  seen  every  inch  of  it.  But  how  long  has  it  been  since  you 
really  looked  at  it  closely,  the  details,  the  beauty  that  was  created 
here?  Let's  look  at  it  together. 

First,  where  have  you  ever  seen  a  church  whose  sanctuary  was 
almost  square— not  rectangular?  This  one  is  52'  by  60'  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  about  400  people.  But  more  than  being  almost 
square,  this  square  is  so  turned  that  this  sanctuary  is  really  dia- 
mond shaped,  with  the  entrance  at  one  point  and  the  rostrum  at 
the  opposite  point.  This  is  unusual— different— yes,  but  don't  you 
like  it? 

Now,  let's  look  up.  The  chandelier  is  beautiful!  But  look  beyond. 
Look  at  the  great  cruciform  vaulted  ceiling.  The  craftsmanship  in 
the  tongue  and  groove  work  is  impressive.  Notice  the  cross 
formed  in  the  ceiling.  We  are  told  that  Mr.  Will  Allen  personally 
selected  each  piece  of  wood  that  went  into  that  ceiling.  The  ceil- 
ing is  braced  by  four  solid  wood  beams  with  beaded  work  on  them 
and  trusses  to  support  them.  Small  pendants  adorn  the  beams. 
The  steel  rods  supporting  each  beam  were  made  by  Mr.  Henry 
Taylor,  H.  C.'s  father,  in  a  shop  he  had.  Mr.  Taylor  also  did  all  the 
welding  of  the  steel  girders  for  this  building. 
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Next,  look  at  the  rich  woodwork  all  around  us.  The  wainscoting 
is  beaded  tongue  and  groove.  The  doors  and  transoms  are  beauti- 
fully paneled.  The  choir  loft  is  distinguished  by  a  solid  balustrade 
enhanced  with  panels  and  a  cut-out  quatrefoil  motif.  The  balcony 
curves  gracefully  from  the  other  two  corners  of  the  diamond. 

Look,  also,  in  the  choir  loft  and  study  for  a  moment  the  won- 
derful colors  and  shadings  in  the  pipes  of  the  pipe  organ.  Look  at 
the  bright  gold  and  at  the  soft  pastels.  What  other  church  of  this 
size  can  match  such  beauty  in  its  pipe  organ? 

Finally,  behind  you  and  to  your  right  are  six  tall,  beautiful, 
stained  glass  windows  that  extend  above  the  gallery.  There  is  no 
dedication  indicated,  so  apparently  they  were  included  in  the 
cost  of  the  construction  of  the  church.  There  are  other  stained 
glass  windows  just  below  these  in  the  basement,  and  others  in  the 
south  and  west  sides  of  the  steeple.  There  is  also  a  beautiful, 
stained  glass,  arched  transom  over  the  door  at  the  entrance  of 
the  church.  How  long  since  you  have  looked  at  it?  These  windows 
add  much  to  the  softness  of  the  light  that  filters  through  them 
and  contribute  so  much  to  the  beauty  and  feeling  of  the  services 
here. 

Enjoy  the  beauty  of  this  sanctuary  and  appreciate  what  was 
achieved  in  the  planning  of  it,  for  the  interior  of  the  church  has 
remained  almost  untouched  since  its  construction.  Added  to  our 
celebration  of  this  anniversary  should  come  a  new  appreciation 
of  what  we  have. 

Written  by  Josephine  Zealand 
Presented  by  Gene  Allen 


June  1  —  History  of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 

Women  of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  have  a  long  history  of 
meeting  and  working  together  as  missionaries.  A  Ladies  Aid 
Society  was  organized  June  3, 1890.  There  are  no  records  of  these 
first  meetings;  but  in  1892,  the  following  women  were  elected  to 
positions  of  leadership: 

President    Mrs.  C.  M.  Cooke 

Vice-President   . .    Pattie  Lewis  Fleming 
Secretary    Minnie  Cade 
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Treasurer    Annie  Wilder 

They  met  weekly.  It  is  recorded  they  held  an  'entertainment,'  con- 
sisting of  a  Tableux  and  an  ice  cream  and  oyster  supper  held  in 
the  Opera  House.  At  the  meetings,  they  made  quilts,  aprons,  and 
other  items  of  clothing  which  were  sold;  and  the  money  was  given 
to  their  Aid  Fund,  or  the  clothing  was  given  to  needy  families.  On 
November  21, 1892,  they  met  and  discussed  "the  hard  hardedness 
of  men." 

On  February  21,  1898,  23  ladies  met  in  the  Pastor's  study  for 
the  purpose  of  reorganizing  a  Woman's  Aid  and  Missionary 
Society,  at  the  instigation  of  Mrs.  Forrest  Smith,  wife  of  the  pas- 
tor. Officers  were  elected  as  follows: 

President Mrs.  Forrest  Smith 

Vice-President    Mrs.  E.  W.  Timberlake 

Secretary Mrs.  P.  H.  Cooke 

Treasurer    Miss  Annie  Wilder 

At  this  meeting,  a  constitution  was  adopted.  It  was  stated  that 
monies  raised  by  the  dues  of  the  society  were  to  be  divided  with 
2/3  going  to  Missions  and  1/3  to  the  Aid  Fund.  The  object  of  this 
society  was  to  "Pray,  read  scripture,  collect  dues  and  to  spread 
information  to  assist  in  the  local  work  of  the  church  and  to  aid 
the  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  Boards  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  the  State  Mission  Board  of  the  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention of  North  Carolina  in  giving  the  gospel  to  the  destitute  in 
our  home  and  heathen  lands."  They  made  plans  to  devote  the  last 
Monday  in  each  month  to  Mission  Study.  Letters  received  from 
Miss  Fannie  E.  S.  Heck  were  frequently  mentioned.  That  same 
year,  the  value  of  a  box  sent  to  a  Frontier  Missionary  was  $53.02. 
Although  our  information  is  fragmented,  we  have  presidents  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  listed  since  1914.  They  are  as 
follows: 

1914-1919  Mrs.  Wingate  Underhill 

1920-1922  Mrs.  Emma  C.  Allen 

1922-1924  Mrs.  J.  A.  Mclver 

1924-1925  Mrs.  Wingate  Underhill 

1926-1929  Mrs.  A.  B.  Perry 

1930-1931  Mrs.  F.  W.  Wheless 

1932-1935  Unknown 

1936-1937  Mrs.  Mac  Ferguson 

1937-1938  Mrs.  Florence  Underhill 

1938-1939  Mrs.  Mac  Ferguson 

1939-1940  Mrs.  Emma  Hedgepeth 
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1940-1941  Mrs.  A.  B.  Perry 
1942-1946  Mrs.  Alice  Uzzle 
1946-1948  Mrs.  R.  L.  Eagles 
1948-1949  Mrs.  Florence  Wells 
1949-1952  Mrs.  G.  P.  Brevard 
1952-1954  Mrs.  H.  T.  Bartholomew 
1954-1956  Mrs.  R.  L.  Eagles 
1956-1958  Mrs.  Willis  Nash 
1958-1962  Mrs.  R.  L.  Eagles 
1962-1964  Mrs.  A.  S.  Tomlinson 
1964-1966  Mrs.  George  West 
1966-1968  Mrs.  R.  L.  Eagles 
1968-1970  Mrs.  Frank  Read 
1970-1972  Mrs.  W  M.  Hill 
1972-1974  Mrs.  Willis  Nash 
1974-1976  Mrs.  Forrest  Daniel 
1976-1978  Mrs.  V.  E.  Duncan 
1978-1980  Mrs.  James  Wrenn 
1980-1982  Mrs.  Cecil  Sykes 
1982-1986  Mrs.  Paul  Mullen 


Periodically,  the  WMU  State  Office  would  suggest  changes  to 
improve  the  organization.  In  1968,  one  such  change  was  that 
every  Woman's  Missionary  Union  should  have  a  director,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  president.  She  would  oversee  the  work  of  the  WMS  and 
the  Youth  Organizations.  Mrs.  R.  L.  Eagles  was  the  first  director, 
followed  by  Mrs.  Howard  Drewett  and  Miss  Bessie  Shadrack.  Ten 
years  later  it  was  agreed  by  the  society  that  it  was  not  to  its 
advantage  to  have  both  a  director  and  a  president;  the  director 
was  dropped. 

At  the  time  the  group  was  organized,  it  is  recorded  that 
members  were  divided  into  five  "Clubs,"  each  having  four  to  six 
members.  Records  do  not  indicate  how  long  these  continued,  but 
in  1938,  there  were  three  "Circles,"  the  Fannie  Heck,  Kenmore  and 
Center. 

In  1940,  Center  Circle  became  the  Emma  C.  Allen  Circle. 

In  1949,  the  Onnie  T.  Perry  Circle  was  organized. 

In    1952,  Honor    Circle    #5    was    organized:    1953,    name 
changed  to  Margaret  B.  Tomlinson  Circle. 

In  1954,  Florence  Wells  Circle  organized. 

In  1961,  Mary  Hester  Powell  Circle  organized. 
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In  1966,  Mary  Ellen  Garrett  Circle  organized.  It  soon  dis- 
banded. 

In  1972,  Emma  C.  Allen  Circle  disbanded. 

In  1974,  Baptist  Young  Women  were  organized. 

In  1980,  Kenmore  Circle  changed  name  to  Elizabeth  Wheeler 
Group. 

In   1982,  Baptist  Young  Women  changed  name  to  Hazel 
Timberlake  Group. 

In  1984,  Mary  Hester  Powell  Group  disbanded. 
Today,  there  are  five  active  "Groups,"  the  Onnie  T.  Perry,  Hazel 
Timberlake,  Margaret  B.  Tomlinson,  Florence  Wells,  and  Elizabeth 
Wheeler. 

The  Sunbeam  Band,  now  Mission  Friends,  was  organized  the 
same  year  as  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  in  1898.  In  1916, 
there  was  a  Girls  Auxiliary,  as  well  as  Sunbeams,  Royal  Ambassa- 
dors and  Young  Women's  Auxiliary.  As  late  as  1975,  all  these 
groups  were  still  active.  In  1939,  Pastor  Paul  Bagby  reported,  "Our 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  seems  to  be  thoroughly  alive  except 
in  the  matter  of  securing  competent  leadership  for  the  G.A.'s  and 
R.A.'s."  Good  leadership  was  provided  for  many  years  since  Pastor 
Bagby's  comments,  but  because  of  the  many  outside  interests  of 
the  young  people,  as  well  as  additional  activities  provided  by  the 
church  for  them,  all  Youth  Organizations  sponsored  by  the  WMU 
have  been  disbanded.  The  Brotherhood  took  over  the  R.A.'s  in 
1955,  and  they  are  active  today. 

As  a  tribute  to  the  outstanding  leadership  and  faithfulness  of 
many  of  the  WMU  members,  it  is  fitting  to  note  that  circles  were 
named  for  six  of  these  women:  Mrs.  Emma  C.  Allen,  Mrs.  Onnie  T. 
Perry,  Mrs.  Hazel  W.  Timberlake,  Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Tomlinson,  Mrs. 
Florence  J.  Wells  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wheeler. 

Written  by  Kay  Nash 
Presented  by  Nancy  Skearon 


Dr.  Dan  White,  former  Youth  Director  who  was  ordained  in  our 
church,  preached  on  June  1  as  part  of  our  Sesquicentennial 
Celebration.  Dr.  White  is  now  a  professor  in  the  Department  of 
Religious  Studies  at  UNC-Charlotte. 
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June  29  —  Monologue  on  Rogers  Williams 

Dr.  Raymond  Camp,  a  professor  in  the  Speech  and  Communica- 
tion Department  at  North  Carolina  State  University,  gave  a  short 
program  on  Roger  Williams.  Dr.  Camp  was  dressed  in  colonial 
attire  and  presented  a  monologue  as  Roger  Williams  might  have 
explained  his  own  beliefs. 


July  14  —  Presentation  of  Painted  Panels 
to  Be  Done  In  Needlework 

Ladies  of  the  church  are  working  on  a  three-panel  wall  hanging 
that  will  be  placed  on  the  sanctuary  wall  as  a  continuing 
momento  of  the  first  150  years  of  our  church. 

Panel  number  one  represents  our  first  church,  first  pastor,  and 
our  second  church  building. 

Panel  number  two  depicts  our  stained  glass  windows  with  the 
name  and  date  of  our  church's  beginning. 

Panel  number  three  represents  our  present  church  building, 
organ,  and  world  with  family,  denoting  the  church  family 
involved  in  world  missions. 

It  is  believed  that  a  recorded  history  of  the  church  on  perma- 
nent display  will  be  a  daily  reminder  of  the  great  heritage  of  the 
Louisburg  Baptist  Church. 

On  July  14,  Kathryn  West,  Marian  Sykes,  Virginia  Taylor,  and 
Helen  Tomlinson  presented  to  the  church  congregation  painted 
panels  that  were  representative  of  the  needlework  panels  that  are 
being  completed. 

Kathryn  West 


July  29  —  Dr.  John  Earle 

Dr.  John  Earle  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Louisburg  Baptist 
Church  on  July  29,  1986.  Dr.  Earle  grew  up  in  Louisburg  and  is 
now  Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Sociology  at  Wake  Forest 
University. 
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August  3  —  The  Rev.  Lamar  Wheeler 

The  Rev.  Lamar  Wheeler  was  the  guest  preacher  on  August  3, 
1986.  Rev.  Wheeler  grew  up  in  Louisburg  and  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  by  our  church.  He  now  serves  as  pastor  of  the  Woodland 
Baptist  Church  in  Woodland,  North  Carolina. 


August  10  —  Baylus  Cade  1844-1918 

As  we  continue  the  celebration  of  our  sesquicentennial,  let  us 
today  look  back  at  this  church  one  hundred  years  ago.  This  build- 
ing had  not  yet  been  constructed.  The  Baptist  congregation  was 
occupying  the  church  one-half  block  down  Sunset  Avenue.  A  new 
pastor  was  needed. 

When  this  church  called  the  Reverend  Baylus  Cade  to  be  its 
minister  in  1885,  it  called  one  of  the  most  versatile  and  ablest  men 
of  that  time.  Mr.  E.  H.  Davis  called  him  "possibly  the  most  interest- 
ing, most  many-sided  and  best  beloved  man  that  ever  came  to 
Louisburg  or  Franklin  County  from  elsewhere."  Mr.  Cade  was  born 
in  Virginia,  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  preached  in  sev- 
eral churches  in  Ohio,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Late  in  1885,  he 
accepted  a  call  from  Louisburg  and  Franklinton  churches.  After 
one  year  he  resigned  at  Franklinton  to  give  his  complete  time  to 
Louisburg.  This  pastorate  continued  for  six  years. 

In  appearance  he  was  a  man  of  strong,  even  striking  physique. 
He  was  a  very  tall,  slender,  pale  man,  with  flowing  brown  beard 
and  a  head  thickly  covered  with  brown  hair.  He  was  a  vigorous, 
striking,  commanding  personality  both  in  the  pulpit  and  on  the 
street.  He  was  perhaps  best  when  preaching  the  Gospel  or  advo- 
cating some  position  to  which  he  was  thoroughly  committed.  His 
most  striking  characteristics  were  his  love  for  God  and  every 
human  being.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  Baptist  State 
Convention,  and  he  was  considered  one  of  the  most  intellectual 
men  in  the  denomination. 

Mr.  Cade  was  a  strong  man,  both  in  body  and  in  mind.  He  had 
an  inventive  mind,  and  working  in  the  then  rapidly  developing 
field  of  electricity,  he  invented  several  useful  appliances.  Most  of 
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these  inventions  were  so  far  ahead  of  their  time  that  he  did  not 
live  to  see  them  come  into  use.  Perhaps  his  greatest  invention  was 
a  line  casting  or  linotype  machine  which  became  of  great  use  in 
printing. 

He  resigned  the  ministry  at  the  beginning  of  the  administration 
of  Governor  Russell  to  become  private  secretary  to  the  governor, 
explaining  at  the  time  that  his  large  family  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  educate  his  children  properly  upon  the  meager  income  of 
the  ministry.  While  he  was  in  the  governor's  office,  he  read  law 
and  secured  a  license  to  practice,  but  never  opened  an  office.  He 
went  back  to  the  ministry  at  the  expiration  of  Governor  Russell's 
term.  During  the  next  twenty  years,  he  was  pastor  of  many  Bap- 
tist churches  across  North  Carolina. 

During  his  career  he  was  a  minister,  lawyer,  professor,  soldier, 
farm  hand,  college  president,  author,  printer,  and  inventor.  In 
1917,  he  resigned  his  pastorate  and  went  to  Philadelphia  to  give 
his  personal  attention  to  the  completion  of  the  type-setting 
machine  which  he  had  invented  and  which  was  being  built  in  that 
city.  His  health  was  failing,  and  he  died  in  Philadelphia  in  May, 
1918. 

At  his  request,  his  body  was  brought  back  to  Louisburg,  and  his 
funeral  services  were  held  in  this  church.  He  was  buried  at  Oak- 
wood  Cemetery.  The  great  gathering  of  out-of-town  visitors, 
among  them  men  of  every  calling,  testified  to  the  great  affection 
in  which  he  was  held  by  all  classes  of  people  who  came  into 
contact  with  this  splendid,  sympathetic  personality. 

The  fact  that  he  chose  Louisburg  as  his  final  resting  place, 
above  all  the  many  places  he  had  preached,  tells  us  something 
good.  He  had  found  something  here  which  he  never  forgot  and 
which  he  carried  with  him  through  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Let 
us  hope  that  the  "something"  he  found  was  sincerity,  gracious- 
ness,  and  love.  And  let  us  hope  that  every  newcomer  who  enters 
this  sanctuary  will  feel  us  reach  out  to  him  with  these  same  cha- 
racteristics— with  sincerity,  with  graciousness,  and  with  love.  Yes, 
Mr.  Baylus  Cade  was  indeed  a  great  man,  and  in  his  life  and  in  his 
death,  he  enriched  the  heritage  of  this  church  and  of  each  of  us. 


On  August  9,  1986,  the  night  before  the  above  presentation  was 
made  in  Church,  Lucille  Ford  talked  to  Mamie  Hayes  Cain,  the 
83-year-old  granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  Baylus  Cade.  Miss  Mamie 
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lives  in  Spencer,  N.C.,  and  was  delighted  to  have  news  of  her 
childhood  church  and  our  sesquicentennial  celebration. 

Her  mother,  La  Una  May  Cade  Hayes,  was  the  oldest  child  of  the 
Cades.  She  died  when  she  was  35  years  old,  and  Miss  Mamie  was 
only  two.  She  continued  to  say  that  although  her  father,  John 
Joseph  Hayes,  was  not  a  church-going  man,  he  saw  to  it  that  his 
four  children  came  to  this  Sunday  School  and  church  every  Sun- 
day after  his  wife's  death.  La  Una  May  Cade's  unusual  name  came 
about  because  her  father,  Baylus  Cade,  taught  French  at  one 
time.  So  he  named  her  "the  one  May." 

We  are  very  pleased  to  get  information  from  Miss  Mamie  that 
we  do  not  have,  such  as  learning  that  the  Cades  had  15  children. 
The  only  one  living  today  is  their  youngest  daughter,  Bettie  Lee 
Cade  Love,  who  is  96  years  old  and  lives  in  Georgia. 

Lucille  said  she  went  to  the  cemetery  several  times  recently  to 
read  the  names  and  dates  on  the  markers.  Baylus  Cade  lived  to  be 
74  years  old— 1844  to  1918.  His  wife,  Nancy  Jane,  died  in  1927  at 
the  age  of  77.  There  are  seven  children  buried  beside  their  par- 
ents; it  is  sad  to  find  out  that  four  died  before  they  were  six 
months  old;  another  lived  for  one  year  and  four  months;  two  girls 
died  in  their  twenties.  One  of  these  girls,  Victoria,  died  of  tubercu- 
losis when  she  was  21. 

Some  other  information  received  from  the  granddaughter: 

Mr.  Cade  never  received  any  money  from  his  linotype  invention 
because  he  was  in  the  process  of  correcting  a  small  problem  when 
he  died  in  Philadelphia.  The  family  thinks  that  a  man  who  was 
supposed  to  be  a  friend  and  partner  "got"  the  money. 

At  one  time  Baylus  taught  at  Wake  Forest  College.  A  book  of 
poems  was  published  by  Professor  W.  R.  Cullom.  (I  hope  we  can 
get  a  copy  of  this  book.)  Also  after  his  funeral  in  Louisburg,  a 
memorial  service  was  held  at  Wake  Forest  College. 

He  always  wore  a  silk  beaver  hat,  and  Judge  Cooke  was  his  best 
friend. 

In  conclusion,  Miss  Mamie  sends  her  love  to  this  church  and 
wishes  "good  health"  for  everyone. 


How  I  found  Miss  Mamie:  Yesterday,  I  went  to  the  cemetery 
again  and  found  the  names  on  markers  in  the  Hayes  plot,  which 
adjoins  the  Cade  plot,  were  the  same  first  names  as  those  on  the 
Cade  markers.  Just  by  luck,  I  talked  with  a  lady  who  lived  in 
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Louisburg  many  years  ago  and  now  lives  in  Durham.  She  remem- 
bered the  connection  between  the  Cades  and  the  Hayes.  She  gave 
me  Miss  Mamie's  married  name.  The  operator  helped  me  find  her. 
All  yesterday  afternoon  she  did  not  answer  the  phone,  but  last 
night  she  did! 

Written  by:  Josephine  Zealand 
Addendum  by:  Lucille  Ford 
Presented  by:  George  West 


September  7  —  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  Pastors 

As  we  continue  our  Sesquicentennial  Celebration,  we  thought  it 
would  be  interesting  and  informative  to  recall  for  you  the  names 
of  all  the  pastors  who  have  served  this  church  during  its  150 
years. 

I  believe  that  three  of  our  most  notable  pastors  have  already 
been  recalled— they  being  our  church's  founder  and  first  pastor- 
Samuel  Wait;  then  we  gave  you  a  brief  summary  of  the  life  and 
service  of  our  own  beloved  Aubrey  S.  Tomlinson,  and  more 
recently  a  synopsis  of  the  interesting  Baylus  Cade. 

As  one  reads  the  history  of  this  church,  it  is  learned  that  Louis- 
burg Baptist  church  has  really  been  blessed  with  gifted  pastors — 
not  only  in  the  field  of  preaching  and  ministry — but  also  in  other 
aspects  of  community  service.  It  seems  somehow  that  we  have 
usually  had  the  right  person  at  the  right  time  to  lead  in  the 
development  of  this  church  and  its  contribution  to  the  commun- 
ity. Not  only  have  we  had  the  right  pastor  at  the  right  time,  but 
there  always  seems  to  be  at  least  one  strong  lay  person  who  was  a 
leader  in  getting  things  done  at  the  right  time  to  keep  this  church 
alive  and  vibrant.  When  the  church  disbanded  in  the  late  1860s,  it 
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was  a  lay  person  (Judge  Charles  M.  Cooke — whom  you  will  hear 
more  about  in  a  later  presentation)  that  got  the  church  reorgan- 
ized and  on  the  move. 

In  its  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  has 
had  a  total  of  36  pastors.  Listen  carefully  as  I  read  their  names 
and  see  how  many  family  names  of  the  area  you  can  identify  and 
how  many  of  the  names  you  have  heard  mentioned  by  older 
family  members. 

Samuel  Wait— who  served  the  church  as  pastor  twice  (1836-1840 

and  1883-1864) 
Peyton  Williams 
R.  T.  Divine 
G.  M.  L.  Finch 
W.  M.  Wingate 
William  Royall — who  served  as  pastor  for  three  different  times 

1861,  1872-73,  and  1880 
J.  B.  Solomon 
P.  D.  Gold 
Guilford  Lewis 

Charles  Taylor— who  served  twice— 1870  and  1875 
G.  M.  Duke 
G.  W.  Newell 
James  A.  Munday 

C.  A.  Jenkins 

A.  G.  McManaway 
Baylus  Cade 
W.  B.  Morton 
Forrest  Smith 
H.  H.  Mashburn 
L.  W.  Swope 
Walter  Gilmore 
Trela  D.  Collins 
W  R.  Burwell 
John  A.  Mclver 
A.  W  Fleishman 
S.  L.  Blanton 

D.  P.  Harris 
J.  D.  Simons 
A.  Paul  Bagby 
Aubrey  S.  Tomlinson 
BUI  R.  Almond 

Robert  Mullinax,  Interim  Pastor 
Larry  Williams 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  the  first  50  years  of  the  life 
of  this  church  that  most  of  the  pastors  served  only  one  year.  Out 
of  the  first  14  pastors,  only  three  served  more  than  one  year.  I 
learned  from  the  history  of  the  church  that  pastors  at  that  time 
were  only  employed  for  one  year  at  a  time— perhaps  money  was 
hard  to  come  by  for  the  pastor's  salary,  or  maybe  the  church 
didn't  want  to  get  a  preacher  who  was  not  so  good.  Aren't  we  glad 
that  changed?  One  hundred  years  ago  this  year,  this  church  was 
being  pastored  by  the  multi-talented  Baylus  Cade  who  stayed  for 
7  years— then  later  A.  Paul  Bagby  served  for  8  years,  and  none  of 
us  would  want  to  change  or  have  lost  the  25  years  that  Aubrey 
Tomlinson  served.  We  would  not  want  to  have  been  deprived 
either  of  the  almost  10  years  of  Bill  Almond's  service  and  leader- 
ship—and now  how  fortunate  we  are  to  have  Larry  Williams  into 
his  fifth  year  of  service.  KEEP  UP  THE  GOOD  WORK  LARRY,  AND 
MAYBE  YOU  CAN  TIE  OR  SURPASS  THE  RECORD  TWENTY-FIVE 
YEAR  TENURE  OF  AUBREY  TOMLINSON. 

Written  and  Presented  by 
Allen  Shearin 


September  21  —  A  Special  Birthday  Celebration 

"We  come  today  to  remember,  to  renew,  and  to  rejoice." 

Thus  the  Rev.  Larry  Williams  of  Louisburg  Baptist  Church 
began  the  special  celebration  Sunday  of  the  church's  150th  birth- 
day. 

It  was  special  in  many  ways. 

The  sanctuary  was  filled  with  people,  every  seat  occupied  by 
someone— church  members  and  special  guests— who  had  come 
to  share  the  joy. 

The  church  had  been  dressed  in  its  very  best  "Sunday  best." 

The  choir  had  worked  very  hard  on  the  music;  the  beautiful 
harmonies  of  "A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God"  and  the  "Hallelujah 
Chorus"  from  Handel's  Messiah  rang  out  clearly  and  strong,  lend- 
ing majesty  and  grandeur  to  the  occasion. 

And  four  pastors  were  on  hand  to  lead  the  worship  service. 

In  addition  to  Williams,  the  current  pastor,  there  were  a  pastor 
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emeritus,  a  former  pastor  and  a  former  interim  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Aubrey  Tomlinson,  pastor  emeritus,  brought  greetings 
with  a  theme  of  the  blessings  of  God,  and  the  need  for  God's 
blessings  to  make  the  church  what  it  ought  to  be. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bill  Almond,  former  pastor,  quoted  Thomas  Wolfe: 
"You  can't  go  home  again."  That's  true,  he  said,  in  the  sense  of  "you 
can't  live  in  the  past,"  but  "you  have  to  go  through  home  every  now 
and  then,"  in  order  to  understand  the  past  and  its  implications 
for  the  present  and  future. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Mullinax  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
N.C.,  a  former  interim  pastor,  was  the  featured  speaker.  He  spoke 
of  three  "Gifts  of  Grace":  unity,  knowlege  and  maturity— and 
charged  those  present  to  "claim  and  cultivate"  these  gifts. 

The  church  has  a  "grand  and  glorious  heritage,"  he  said,  "but  we 
do  not  worship  longevity.  While  celebrating  history,  we  must  be 
looking  toward  the  future  all  the  while." 

The  service,  while  reverent  and  dignified,  was  not  without  its 
humorous  moments. 

Tomlinson,  caught  up  in  emotion  and  enthusiasm,  spoke  at 
some  length  and  then  quipped,  "I  think  my  two  minutes  are  up." 

Almond,  who  followed  Tomlinson,  couldn't  resist:  "You've  heard 
of  country  miles?  Now  you  know  about  'preacher  minutes'!" 

And  Mullinax  contributed  this  comment  to  that  theme,  after 
promising  his  remarks  would  be  brief:  "A  sermon  doesn't  have  to 
be  everlasting  to  be  eternal." 

Lucille  Ford,  who  chairs  the  steering  committee  for  the  Sesqui- 
centennial,  was  caught  by  surprise  when  Williams  called  her  to 
come  forward  from  the  choir  loft  to  receive  a  plaque  of  apprecia- 
tion for  her  efforts. 

Until  then,  it  had  been  a  well-kept  secret  that  Mrs.  Ford  takes 
her  shoes  off  while  singing  in  the  choir. 

Josephine  Zealand  was  also  singled  out  for  special  recognition 
for  her  research  into  the  history  of  the  church. 

After  the  service,  the  congregation  was  treated  to  lunch  in  the 
fellowship  hall,  compliments  of  Wayne  Rigsbee  of  the  Murphy 
House. 

Lunch  was  followed  by  a  birthday  party,  highlighted  by  the 
cutting  of  the  huge  birthday  cake  by  all  four  pastors. 

The  following  passage  from  the  printed  program  distributed 
Sunday  fittingly  describes  the  spirit  of  the  celebration: 

"This  is  a  story  of  continuing  faith  and  continuing  challenge.  As 
we  look  back  with  pride  and  humility,  we  also  look  forward  with 
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increased  devotion  to  serving  the  cause  of  Christianity  and  of  the 
Baptist  faith. 

"Today  we  honor  the  outstanding  accomplishments  and  the 
faithfulness  of  all  those  men  and  women  whose  efforts  set  the 
course  for  this  church,  and  who  gave  us  the  heritage  and  the 
traditions  for  which  we  are  so  grateful,  and  to  which  our  Sesqui- 
centennial  Celebration  is  dedicated." 

By  Stephanie  Jackson 

Times  Managing  Editor 

Reprinted  from  THE  FRANKLIN  TIMES 

September  25,  1986 


October  5  —  Judge  Charles  M.  Cooke 
1844-1920 

The  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  has  claimed  among  its  members 
a  governor  of  North  Carolina,  two  Superior  Court  judges,  and 
numerous  leaders  in  state  and  local  affairs.  Among  these  leaders, 
none  has  stood  out  more  prominently  than  Judge  Charles  M. 
Cooke,  who  was  for  thirty  years  or  more  (1880-1910)  the  undis- 
puted political  leader  of  this  county  and  also  the  very  capable 
leader  in  this  church.  If  you  have  been  in  this  area  for  a  while,  you 
must  surely  have  heard  someone  mention  the  name  of  Judge 
Cooke,  and  when  they  did  so,  they  probably  also  smiled  as  they 
recalled  his  popularity  as  a  story-teller  who  always  seemed  to 
have  a  good  story  that  was  just  right  for  the  occasion.  He  was  also 
well  known  for  the  many  stories  about  him  and  the  humorous 
events  that  occurred  in  and  out  of  his  court  rooms.  His  home  was 
situated  where  the  Franklin  Memorial  Hospital  now  stands,  and 
the  house  was  moved  to  Jolly  Street  when  the  hospital  was  built 
and  was  used  as  apartments  until  it  was  dismantled. 

Charles  M.  Cooke  was  the  son  of  Jones  Cooke,  who  was  a  leader 
in  the  early  years  of  this  church  and  who  served  as  moderator  of 
the  Tar  River  Baptist  Association  for  seven  consecutive  terms 
from  1835  to  1841.  Charles  was  a  sophomore  at  Wake  Forest 
College  in  1861  and  left  to  join  the  Confederate  army.  He  made  a 
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distinguished  record  in  service,  rising  to  the  rank  of  captain,  but 
he  was  wounded  in  the  fighting  around  Petersburg  and  was  in  a 
hospital  in  Richmond  when  the  war  ended.  When  he  returned 
home,  he  took  over  the  management  of  his  father's  large  planta- 
tion and  immediately  began  the  study  of  law.  He  was  licensed  to 
practice  in  1868  and  established  a  most  successful  practice  in 
Louisburg.  In  the  years  following,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
House  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  member  of  the  Senate,  Solicitor, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Judge  of  Superior  Court.  His  life-long 
desire  to  go  to  Congress  was  defeated  by  the  wave  of  Populism 
which  gained  control  of  the  state  government. 

His  knowledge  of  law,  his  sense  of  humor,  and  his  magnetic 
personality  made  him  immensely  popular  and  highly  respected. 
He  was  much  sought  after  as  a  speaker  for  all  types  of  events.  He 
was  a  great  humanitarian  who  gave  of  his  time  and  means  to  help 
the  underdog,  especially  the  Negroes  who  were  struggling  during 
the  reconstruction  period. 

He  was  devotedly  attached  to  his  church  and  perhaps  did  more 
for  it  than  any  other  one  person  living  or  dead.  It  was  Judge 
Cooke  who  reorganized  this  church  after  it  had  been  disbanded 
during  the  Civil  War.  He  served  on  the  committees  to  plan  and 
build  the  church  on  Sunset  Avenue  and  also  the  ones  to  build  this 
church.  He  gave  generous  financial  support  to  the  church 
throughout  his  career.  He  was  for  more  than  twenty-five  years 
teacher  of  the  Bible  Class  in  Sunday  School.  He  was  president  of 
the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  in  1876,  and  he 
was  moderator  of  the  Tar  River  Baptist  Association  in  1885.  He 
was  a  trustee  of  Wake  Forest  College  and  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina. 

But  Judge  Cooke  was  human,  and  he  did  have  a  problem  with 
alcohol.  On  one  occasion  he  was  personally  attacked  at  a  church 
conference  with  the  intention  of  having  him  put  out  of  the 
church.  He  is  quoted  as  making  no  defense  against  the  charges 
but  simply  saying,  "Brethren,  the  church  can  get  along  without 
me,  but  I  cannot  get  along  without  the  church."  The  charges 
against  him  were  dismissed. 

Mr.  Cooke  was  not  only  eminent  as  a  lawyer,  a  politician  and  a 
statesman,  but  in  him  were  combined  the  finest  qualities  of  an 
active  Christian  gentleman.  This  church  and  this  county  are  just- 
ly proud  of  his  many  accomplishments,  of  his  leadership,  and  of 
the  outstanding  example  he  set  in  his  own  life.  Today  we  pause  to 
pay  tribute  to  this  remarkable  gentleman. 

Written  by  Josephine  Zealand  Presented  by  Parker  Lumpkin 
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November  2  —  Jewel  Clark  Bartholomew  Presentation 
(Morning  Service) 

Jewel  Clark  Bartholomew  was  born  in  Granville  County,  North 
Carolina,  where  she  lived  until  she  moved  to  Louisburg.  She 
moved  to  Louisburg  when  she  was  fourteen  years  old. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Blanche  Adcock  Clark  and  Edmond 
Daughtry  Clark  and  was  the  oldest  of  seven  children,  six  girls  and 
one  boy. 

She  came  to  Louisburg  to  live  with  one  of  her  aunts,  Mrs.  Fred 
Leonard.  She  came  to  Louisburg  also  to  finish  high  school  and  to 
attend  Louisburg  College. 

Jewel  grew  up  in  a  Baptist  family  and  was  baptized  at  Ames 
Chapel  in  Granville  County  when  she  was  eleven  years  old  and 
then  transferred  her  membership  to  the  Louisburg  Baptist 
Church  when  she  moved  to  Louisburg. 

At  Louisburg  High  School,  Jewel  was  a  lively  participant  as  well 
as  a  good  student.  She  played  basketball,  and  she  was  an  active 
member  of  the  debate  team  and  participated  in  school  dramatics. 

After  finishing  high  school,  Jewel  attended  Louisburg  College. 
She  obtained  an  Associate  of  Arts  Degree  in  1926.  It  was  during 
this  time  that  she  met  and  courted  Harvey  Thomas  Bartholomew 
whom  she  later  married  in  1933. 

At  the  end  of  her  two  years  at  Louisburg  College,  she  attended 
Wake  Forest  summer  school  and  was  then  certified  to  teach  on  a 
"c"'  certificate.  For  the  following  two  years  she  taught  history  and 
civics  at  Edward  Best  High  School. 

She  then  returned  to  her  studies  this  time  at  Brenau  College  in 
Gainesville,  Georgia  and  there  she  obtained  a  BA  Degree  in  His- 
tory in  1930.  After  graduation  she  again  returned  to  Franklin 
County  and  taught  again  at  Epsom  High  School,  teaching  there 
from  1930-1933.  While  at  Epsom  Jewel  was  active  in  coaching  the 
basketball  team  and  the  debating  team. 

In  1933,  she  lost  her  job  teaching  because  she  got  married. 
During  the  depression  married  teachers  were  not  allowed  to 
teach.  It  was  thought  that  the  husbands  should  support  their 
wives.  They  felt  that  teachers  who  were  not  married  should  have 
the  teaching  jobs  since  jobs  were  scarce.  This  law  was  rescinded 
in  1935  so  Jewel  returned  to  teach  at  Epsom  until  1939. 

During  these  years,  Jewel  continued  her  studies  while  teaching 
and  obtained  her  graduate  certificate  in  English  at  East  Carolina 
and  Wake  Forest  College. 
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From  1939  to  1941,  she  taught  at  Louisburg  High  School. 
Because  of  poor  health  she  stopped  teaching  from  1941  to  1954, 
although  she  was  able  to  teach  part  time  at  Durham  High  School 
in  1944  and  1945.  She  returned  to  the  classroom  at  Louisburg 
High  School  in  1954  and  taught  until  she  retired  in  1973.  During 
her  years  at  Louisburg  she  was  president  of  the  Franklin  County 
North  Carolina  Education  Association  (Now  the  NCAE),  presi- 
dent of  the  Beta  Pi  chapter  of  Delta  Kappa  Gamma,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union. 

After  fifteen  years  of  marriage,  Jewel  and  Harvey  were  blessed 
with  a  daughter.  Emma  Ruth  now  lives  in  Louisburg  with  her 
dentist-husband,  Dr.  Paul  Stewart  and  their  two  sons.  It  was 
when  Emma  Ruth  started  going  to  Sunday  School  that  Mr.  Tom- 
linson  approached  Jewel  to  teach  a  new  class  made  up  of  young 
married  couples.  Mr.  Tomlinson  stated,  "When  this  class  became 
established,  there  was  a  sharp  increase  in  Sunday  School  attend- 
ance among  young  married  couples.  Additional  Sunday  school 
facilities  became  available  when  a  new  parsonage  was  erected, 
and  the  old  one  became  available  for  classrooms  in  1951.  The 
Berean  Class,  which  is  what  the  first  young  married  couples  class 
was  called,  again  became  overcrowded  and  needed  to  divide. 
"Those  over  thirty  remained  in  one  class,  and  a  new  teacher  was 
needed  for  this  fine  group  under  30.  Jewel  Bartholomew  was  the 
person  I  approached  on  behalf  of  the  Sunday  School,"  continued 
Mr.  Tomlinson.  "She  knew  the  need  before  I  explained  it,  but  she 
had  not  thought  of  herself  as  the  solution.  After  a  few  days  she 
agreed  to  undertake  the  leadership  of  this  new  class.  A  Sunday 
was  set,  and  most  all  the  members  under  age  30  went  together  to 
form  this  new  class.  They  chose  the  name,  Jewel  Class,  which 
continues  to  this  day." 

"Both  Berean  and  Jewel  Classes  continued  to  grow  in  the  1950's 
and  1960's.  The  Jewel  Class  divided  to  also  form  the  Dick  Eagles 
Class.  The  increased  attendance  required  the  use  of  the  chapel 
after  it  was  available  in  1961." 

"While  the  Jewel  Class  has  possibly  been  Jewel  Bartholomew's 
first  love,"  says  Mr.  Tomlinson,  "she  has  given  her  firm  love  and 
dedicated  ability  to  other  functions  of  the  church.  She  served 
through  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  serving  actively  in  varied 
offices.  In  the  church  she  has  served  as  deacon  for  several  terms. 
Whenever  her  voice  is  heard  in  Church  discussion,  it  is  known 
that  to  her  Jesus  Christ  is  supremely,  Lord,"  he  said. 

The  history  of  the  beginning  of  the  Jewel  Class  reads  as  follows. 
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"The  first  meeting  of  the  young  married  Couples  Class,  later 
designated  the  Jewel  Class,  was  held  Wednesday,  October  10, 
1951,  at  the  church  parsonage  on  Noble  Street.  Because  of  the 
inclement  weather,  only  a  few  people  were  present:  Mrs.  Jack 
Ayscue,  Mrs.  Howard  Harris,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Roberts,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Boyd  Russell,  and  the  prospective  teacher,  Mrs.  Jewel  Bar- 
tholomew. After  an  informal  social  hour,  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  the  Rev.  Aubrey  S.  Tomlinson,  spoke  to  the  group  briefly 
concerning  the  need  for  such  a  class  and  the  way  in  which  to 
organize  it. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  class  would  meet  in  the  former  parson- 
age parlor  and  that  there  would  be  a  monthly  business  and  social 
meeting.  The  date  for  the  first  of  these  meetings  was  tentatively 
set  for  the  fourth  Monday  evening  in  November  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Bartholomew.  Mr.  Tomlinson  then  distributed  quarterlies  to 
those  present,  reviewed  briefly  the  lesson  for  the  previous  Sun- 
day, and  led  the  group  in  a  special  prayer  for  the  future  of  the 
class. 

Mrs.  Bartholomew  spoke  briefly  of  her  hopes  and  plans  for  the 
class,  after  which  Mrs.  Tomlinson  and  her  daughter,  Peggy,  served 
hot  chocolate  and  cookies  to  the  group. 

On  Sunday,  October  14  the  class  met  in  the  parlor  of  the  old 
parsonage  beside  the  church.  Eight  members  were  present  at  this 
meeting.  They  included  Janice  Ayscue,  Cora  Katy  Edwards,  Joyce 
Griffin,  Marjorie  and  Cratemon  Mullen,  Estelle  and  Frank 
Roberts,  and  the  teacher,  Mrs.  Bartholomew. 

By  1952,  the  following  members  had  been  added  to  the  class: 
Buddy  and  Mary  Lou  Beam,  Gloria  and  John  Clifton,  W.  0.  and 
Dorothy  Fuller,  Wyatt  and  Nellie  Freeman,  Lou  and  Selma 
Oxnevad,  George  and  Alva  Parrish,  Raymond  and  Evangeline 
Strickland,  Lemar  and  Vivian  Wheeler,  Bill  and  Ruth  Andrews, 
Talmadge  and  Helen  Fuller,  Tommy  and  Louise  Jeffreys,  Milton 
and  Lillian  Fleming  and  Lois  Griffin. 

In  1953,  Milton  and  Edna  Smith  together  with  Floyd  Price, 
Ralph  and  Margie  Beasley  were  added  to  the  class.  Class  addi- 
tions in  1954  included  Ernest  Smith  and  Marcus  and  Katherine 
Stewart. 

In  a  commentary  by  Emma  Ruth  concerning  her  mother,  she 
says:  "Among  the  many  words  that  come  to  mind  when  I  think  of 
my  mother  is  a  word  which  I  believe  she  herself  coined  STICKA- 
BILITY.  It  is  a  catch  word  which  has  figured  strongly  in  her  home- 
life,  school-life,  and  churchlife." 
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"She  has  tried  both  by  example  and  bywords  of  encouragement 
to  instill  the  idea  of  stickability  (of  sticking  with  a  task)  in  those 
around  her.  Her  many  years  of  dedication  as  a  Sunday  School 
teacher  of  the  Jewel  Class  is  a  prime  example  of  her  own  sticka- 
bility." 

Emma  Ruth  says,  "I  can  remember  some  Sundays  when  she 
probably  should  have  stayed  at  home,  but  didn't.  I  can  remember 
some  Sundays  when  she  changed  her  plans  in  order  to  be  at 
Sunday  School.  And,  more  importantly,  I  have  witnessed  the 
many  joys  which  have  come  her  way  through  the  years  as  a 
byproduct  of  her  devotion  to  teaching  and  from  those  whom  she 
has  taught." 

"To  me  Mother  is  the  embodiment  of  the  idea  of  stickability.  She 
has  gone  about  her  pursuits  consistently,  conscientiously,  but 
quietly.  For  this,  I  admire  her  greatly." 

Some  of  us  have  written  a  short  poem  that  I  would  like  to  read. 
The  name  of  this  poem  is: 

Thirty-five  years  is  a  long,  long  time. 

A  church  can  grow  and  many  things  do 

With  a  few  members  like  Jewel  Bartholomew. 

Our  church  had  a  job  that  needed  to  be  done, 

She  said  she  would  try  to  be  the  one. 

The  couples  class  was  formed  and  a  teacher  they  did  get. 

Nearly  eighteen  hundred  Sundays  she  did  not  forget. 

Her  classes  gave  her  love  and  she  applied  her  skill, 
Building  a  temple  to  help  us  work  His  will. 

Many  a  prepared  lesson  and  missed  trips  to  the  beach, 
Winter  and  spring  and  summer  and  fall  she  aspired  to  teach. 

Caring  for  her  family  and  teaching  school  too, 
She  was  very  busy  at  times  having  all  she  could  do. 

To  duplicate  her  example  would  be  difficult  at  best, 
And  probably  impossible  for  all  the  rest. 

Many  may  aspire  to  achieve  such  a  feat, 

But  in  her  mold  she  was  made  and  there  have  been  no  repeats. 

She  has  carried  the  banner  with  sacrifice  and  love, 
I  am  sure  it  has  been  noted  by  God  above. 

A  needed  work  that  just  had  to  be  done 
With  her  ability  to  teach  it  may  have  been  fun. 
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With  wisdom,  intellect  and  fair-minded  too, 
This  teacher's  work  was  a  gift  to  many  of  you. 

Each  lesson  fashioned  with  truth  so  tender. 

Each  Sunday  morning  the  class  would  give  an  amen  to  the  sender. 

Each  Sunday  morning  proud  as  a  queen, 

In  the  Young  Couples  Class  she  was  to  be  seen. 

Now  there  are  silver  threads,  but  still  a  fire  beneath 
continuing  a  good  work  still  not  to  bequeath. 

She  can  be  proud  of  the  past 

But  the  best  may  be  yet  to  come,  and  to  last. 

She  can  stand  before  a  mirror  and  always  be  proud, 

And  I  hope  she  remembers  our  praises  and  says  them  out  loud. 

We  love  you  Jewel  Bartholonew  for  what  you  have  done 
And  we  hope  you  will  always  walk  under  the  sun. 

Written  by  Connie  Medders 
Presented  by  Willis  Nash 


November  2  —  Community  Wide  Celebration 
(Evening  Service) 

On  Sunday,  November  2,  1986,  at  7:30  p.m.  a  Sesquicentennial 
Community  Service  was  held.  The  Wake  Forest  University  Concert 
Choir  performed.  The  choir  was  introduced  by  Jackson  Dean.  The 
Rev.  B.  A.  Mack,  Pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  had  the  invocation 
for  the  service;  and  the  Rev.  Grady  Edwards,  Pastor  of  Maple 
Springs  Baptist  Church,  closed  the  service  with  the  benediction. 
Daniel  Steinert,  Head  of  the  Music  Department  at  Louisburg  Col- 
lege, was  the  guest  organist. 

The  concert  presented  by  the  Wake  Forest  University  Choir  was 
enjoyed  by  many  who  attended  from  all  areas  of  the  county  and 
from  nearby  towns.  It  was  indeed  a  memorable  community  event 
that  was  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  Sesquicentennial  celebration. 
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November  9  —  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  Featured  Church  For 
Heritage  Weekend 

Louisburg  Baptist  Church  was  one  of  the  featured  churches  for 
Heritage  Weekend  sponsored  by  the  Franklin  County  Arts  Council 
and  Louisburg  College.  The  church  was  open  on  Sunday  after- 
noon for  visitors.  Josephine  Zealand  explained  the  interior  design 
of  the  church  to  them,  and  Dianne  Nobles,  church  organist,  pre- 
sented a  program  of  music  during  the  afternoon. 


December  7  —  The  Dorcas  Class 

George  Elliston  said,  "How  beautiful  a  day  can  be  when  kindness 
touches  it!" 

For  over  60  years,  hundreds  of  days  have  been  made 
"beautiful"  for  hundreds  of  people  by  the  unselfish  kindnesses  of 
the  ladies  of  the  Dorcas  Class. 

These  kindnesses  have  been  expressed  in  many  meaningful  ways, 
but  top  priority  has  always  been  in  sending  cards.  They  send  cards 
now;  they  have  sent  cards  in  the  past,  an  unbelieveable  number  of 
cards.  Obtaining  an  average  from  a  Record  Of  Minutes  from  1956 
through  1963,  it  is  estimated  that  over  15,000  cards  have  been 
mailed  to  their  own  classmates,  members  of  our  church,  members 
of  other  churches  and  to  anyone  anywhere  who  might  need  some 
type  of  written  message. 

If  these  cards  were  laid  out  in  a  straight  line,  touching  each  other, 
they  would  measure  over  one  and  one-half  miles. 

The  cards  include  Sympathy  Cards,  Get  Well  Cards,  Thinking  of 
You  Cards,  Miss  You  Cards,  Birthday  Cards  and  Congratulations 
Cards.  All  of  them  share  joy,  show  friendly  concern,  express  sorrow 
and  always  show  loving-kindness  by  the  senders.  Comforting 
words  are  the  oldest  therapy  known  to  man  or  woman. 

It  is  no  secret  that  Minnie  Aycocke  Wilson  has  been  the  one 
person  who  has  been  responsible  for  sending  most  of  these  cards. 
Each  week  she  calls  every  member  of  the  class  to  check-on-them,  to 
find  out  if  they  have  any  needs. 

On  Sunday  morning,  she  reports  on  the  results  of  her  calls.  Then 
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she  asks  those  present  if  they  know  of  anyone  in  the  class,  anyone  in 
our  church,  anyone  outside  our  church  or  anyone  anywhere  who 
might  have  a  need  that  the  class  should  remember  in  some  way. 

Not  only  do  they  mail  the  cards,  they  mail  current  church 
bulletins.  Gladys  Beam  Bailey  tells  about  receiving  her  church 
bulletin  with  handwritten  notes  by  Minnie  Wilson  all  over  the 
bulletin  about  the  sermon,  the  choir,  the  preacher  and  anything  else 
that  Minnie  thinks  Mrs.  Bailey  might  like  to  know;  consequently, 
Mrs.  Bailey,  who  lives  in  Richmond,  Virginia  has  a  pretty  good  idea 
of  what's  going  on  in  the  church. 

In  reading  some  class  minutes  of  30  years  ago,  we  learned  that  the 
class  song,  Help  Somebody  Today,  was  always  sung  after  calling 
the  Monthly  Business  And  Social  Meetings  to  order.  These 
meetings  were  not  held  on  Sunday  morning  during  the  Sunday 
School  time,  but  were  held  every  month  on  Friday  evening,  after 
the  second  Sunday,  at  7:30. 

Also,  in  these  monthly  records,  other  ways  of  helping  people  were 
listed.  Just  to  name  a  few:  they  sent  baskets  of  fruit;  they  sent  fruit 
juices  to  people  just  out  of  the  hospital;  they  sent  flowers  -  lots  of 
flowers;  "a  good  collection  of  groceries  was  bought  for  a  family 
whose  house  had  burned";  Christmas  boxes  were  filled  for  shut-ins; 
night  gowns  for  the  sick;  cigarettes,  cigars,  socks  and  hankerchiefs 
for  men  at  the  boarding  home;  and  Thanksgiving  boxes  were  filled 
and  delivered  — -  the  list  could  go  on  and  on  showing  the  gifts  caring 
and  loving-kindness. 

Doesn't  this  make  us  feel  that  we  should  never  forget  to  show 
kindness  to  others  - —  and  always  remember  the  kindnesses  we  are 
shown? 

Nonie  Pearce  Edwards  said,  "I  love  to  sing  our  class  song,  Help 
Somebody  Today;  it  makes  me  feel  good,  but  right  now  I'm  not  able 
to  go  to  Sunday  School  and  I  miss  it."  She  told  about  the  love  the 
ladies  had  for  each  other.  "Everyone  is  so  sweet  and  good,"  she  said. 

In  addition  to  having  a  class  song,  they  have  a  motto:  "Let  Your 
Light  So  Shine";  a  class  scripture,  Psalms  39:3  -  Trust  in  The  Lord 
And  do  good;  a  class  flower,  the  lilac  and  class  colors,  lavender  and 
white. 

Their  name  comes  from  the  Bible.  There  was  a  woman  named 
Tabitha,  or  Dorcas,  who  was  a  Christian  woman  of  Joppa.  Dorcas 
filled  her  days  with  acts  of  kindness  and  charity.  She  made  coats 
and  shirts  for  the  poor  (Acts  9:36-43).  There  are  many  Dorcas 
societies  or  sewing  circles  for  the  poor  named  for  her. 

Annie  Allen  Beam  thinks  the  class  was  first  called  the  Emma 
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Allen  Class  about  the  time  this  building  was  constructed,  named  for 
the  teacher,  Mrs.  Allen.  Eleanor  Collie  Bragg,  who  came  to 
Louisburg  in  1920,  recalled  recently  that  the  name  of  the  class  was 
T.  E.  L.,  the  initials  for  Timothy,  Eunice  and  Lois.  So  we  do  not 
know  exactly  when  the  name  became  the  Dorcas  Class,  but  it  is 
believed  that  it  has  had  this  name  for  over  60  years  at  least. 

According  to  Estelle  Joyner,  who  came  into  the  class  in  1929  as  a 
young  bride,  it  was  the  Dorcas  Class  then,  and  Mrs.  John  Howell 
was  the  teacher.  There  was  no  specific  age  requirement  for  these 
ladies.  Mrs.  Joyner  was  brought  to  the  class  by  her  sister-in-law, 
Florence  Joyner  Wells;  she  stayed  and  is  a  member  of  this  class 
today.   She  says  you  do  not  get  promoted  or  demoted.   You  stay. 

The  class  has  been  blessed  with  excellent  teachers.  Pattie  Lou 
Howell  Vaughan  taught  the  class  for  20  years,  longer  than  any 
other  teacher.  Her  daughter,  Verbena  Stallings,  said  she  honestly 
thought  her  mother  loved  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  and  the 
Dorcas  Sunday  School  Class  better  than  she  did  her  own  children. 
And  that  is  some  statement;  she  had  nine  children  and  five 
stepchildren. 

She  was  always  very  active  in  church  work.  Mrs.  Stallings 
remembers  how  her  mother  spent  many  hours  in  the  preparation  of 
her  Sunday  School  lessons.  When  she  entered  the  hospital  in 
November  1973,  she  thought  she  would  be  out  in  time  for  her  class 
on  the  following  Sunday  morning.  So,  while  in  her  hospital  bed,  she 
prepared  her  Sunday  School  lesson  -  a  lesson  she  never  taught. 

Mrs.  Vaughan  was  the  teacher  when  the  Dorcas  Class  became  so 
involved  in  the  building  fund  of  the  church.  From  1958  through 
1972,  in  addition  to  all  the  other  good  deeds  that  they  did,  they  gave 
a  total  of  $10,853.86.  Mrs.  Vaughan  is  reported  to  have  said  these 
ladies  had  made  a  great  financial  sacrifice  in  giving  such  a  large 
amount  of  money  to  the  building  fund. 

To  show  their  deep  appreciation  for  her  dedicated  service,  the 
class,  at  various  times  through  the  years,  gave  Mrs.  Vaughan  some 
lovely  pieces  of  silver.  Mrs.  Stallings  said  her  mother  was  deeply 
touched  by  the  generosity  of  the  ladies  -  so  appreciative,  in  fact, 
that,  in  leaving  the  bowls  and  trays  to  her  six  daughters,  she  listed 
each  individual  article  in  her  will,  indicating  that  the  daughter  who 
received  a  certain  item  should  consider  it  to  be  very  special  because 
it  had  been  given  to  her  by  her  beloved  Dorcas  Class. 

After  Mrs.  Vaughan's  death  in  April  1974,  Florence  Joyner 
Wells,  another  outstanding  lady,  became  the  teacher  of  the  class. 
For  years,   Mrs.  Wells  had  worked  with  the  children  in  the 
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beginners'    department,    having    been    the    Department 
Superintendent  in  1942,  the  same  year  she  became  a  deaconess. 

Flavil  Strother  said,  "Florence  Wells  was  an  exceptional  woman, 
and  she  really  loved  her  church."  In  remembering  Mrs.  Wells, 
Flavil  told  of  the  Kenmore  Avenue  Group  who  on  Sunday  nights  got 
together  and  walked  from  across  the  river  to  the  church  for 
B.Y.P.U.  meetings,  Baptist  Young  Peoples'  Union.  Then  the  entire 
group  stayed  for  church;  yes,  there  was  always  a  service  on  Sunday 
night.  After  church,  they  all  walked  back  to  Kenmore  Avenue 
together,  having  had  a  good  time.  Mrs.  Wells  was  a  member  of  the 
group. 

"If  she  couldn't  say  something  nice  about  a  person,  she  did  not  say 
anything,"  said  her  daughter-in-law,  Becky  Wells,  who  added  she 
thought  Mrs.  Wells  was  the  finest  woman  she  had  ever  known. 

Marion  Sykes  and  Estelle  Joyner  are  quoted  as  saying  that  when 
certain  decisions  get  tough  for  them,  they  will  ask  themselves, 
"What  would  Florence  Wells  do?"  Because  she  lived  a  Christian  life 
and  was  held  in  such  high  regard  and  esteem,  it  is  understandable 
that  her  family  and  friends  have  a  sense  of  doing-what-is-right 
when  they  emulate  her;  they  know  that  whatever  decision  she 
would  make  would  be  the  right  one. 

At  the  present  time,  Earl  Oldham  is  teaching  the  Dorcas  Class. 
He  has  the  unique  distinction  of  being  the  first  man  ever  to  teach  the 
class.  When  his  mother,  Grace  Oldham,  who  so  ably  taught  the 
class  for  three  years,  moved  away,  Earl  graciously  consented  to 
take  her  place.  Both  the  Oldhams  lengthen  the  line  of  excellent 
teachers. 

So  to  all  the  teachers  of  the  Dorcas  Class  and  to  all  the  members, 
those  present,  those  past,  those  living  and  those  dead,  we  salute  you! 
We  deeply  appreciate  your  continuous  faithful  concern  for  us;  we 
praise  your  impressive  contributions  to  this  church  and  community 
throughout  the  years.  It  is  our  fervent  wish  that  your  deeds  of 
loving-kindness  in  helping  others  will  inspire  us  to  follow  more 
closely  your  examples  of  sincere  Christian  service. 

Since  you  never  seek  any  praise  or  reward  for  your 
accomplishments,  it  is  appropriate,  in  celebrating  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church,  that 
we  honor  the  Dorcas  Class  today,  and  express  our  deep  gratitude  for 
the  heritage  you  have  given  us,  hoping  that  as  we  have  gained  from 
the  past,  so  may  we  give  of  ourselves  to  the  future. 

We  could  not  have  selected  a  better  time  of  the  year  to  "tell"  the 
Dorcas  Class  story  than  at  the  beginning  of  this  Christmas  Season 
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because  this  class  has  always  exhibited  the  real  meaning  of 
Christmas:  the  joy  of  loving,  the  joy  of  giving,  the  joy  of  sharing  and 
the  joy  of  being  a  Christian. 

Written  by  Lucille  Ford 
Presented  by  Earl  Oldham 


December  7  —  Advent  Service 

A  beautiful  and  impressive  Advent  Service  was  held  on  Sunday, 
December  7,  1986,  at  7:30  p.m.  After  the  service  all  church 
members  were  invited  to  open  house  at  the  pastor's  home.  The 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Williams  and  their  daughters,  Maria  and 
Anna,  provided  church  members  with  an  enjoyable  time. 


December  21  —  Christmas  Cantata 

The  Christmas  Cantata,  "The  Music  of  Christmas"  by  Ira  B.  Wil- 
son, was  presented  by  the  adult  choir  under  the  direction  of 
Mildred  Morgan,  Interim  Minister  of  Music.  This  service  was  truly 
inspirational  and  was  enjoyed  by  everyone. 
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December  28  —  Alice  Lea  Dennis  Kennedy,  Guest  Soloist 

On  Sunday,  December  28,  1986,  The  Louisburg  Baptist  Church 
congregation,  in  its  final  "special  event"  for  the  year-long  Sesqui- 
centennial  Celebration,  felt  a  thrilling,  yet  awe  struck  quiet  rever- 
ence as  one  of  its  own  returned  to  render  her  interpretation  of 
"Jesu  Bambino".  Alice  Lea  Dennis  Kennedy  was  reared  in  the 
Louisburg  Baptist  Church  but  now  resides  in  Raleigh  where  she  is 
an  important  member  of  The  Raleigh  Oratorical  Society. 

Alice  Kennedy's  rendition  of  this  beautiful  composition  was 
moving  to  say  the  least,  and  her  control  and  expression  capti- 
vated the  congregation.  The  mood  she  created  as  she  sang  invited 
each  one  to  come  and  adore  the  Lord.  How  fitting  this  was  to 
conclude  the  one-hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  year  of  the 
church,  because  without  our  adoration  of  God,  the  commitment 
of  so  many  for  so  long,  and  God's  continued  blessings,  this  Sesqui- 
centennial  Celebration  could  never  have  been. 

Written  by  Allen  Shearin 
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COMMITTEES 


STEERING  COMMITTEE 

Lucille  Ford,  Chairman 
Mamie  Clayton 
Jack  Cooper 
John  Griffin 
Lou  Hight 
Connie  Medders 
Kay  Nash 
Allen  Shearin 
Kathryn  West 

Ex-officio  members: 

Lane  Dyke 
Wilbur  Jolly 
Dianne  Nobles 
Aubrey  Tomlinson 
Larry  Williams 

ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

Wilbur  Jolly,  Chairman 
Lucille  Ford 
Ralph  Knott 
Jim  Mills 

FOOD  COMMITTEE 

Marie  Joyner,  Chairman 
Edith  Lumpkin 
Robert  Moody 
Frances  Stone 
Becky  Wells 
Kathryn  West 

(Mission  Groups  assisting) 


SESQUICENTENNIAL 
BIRTHDAY  CAKE 

Lou  Hight 


DECORATING  COMMITTEE 
FOR  ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

Polly  Knott,  Chairman 
Anne  Brown 
Gwen  Cooper 
Joan  Holland 
Breattie  O'Neal 
Anne  Smith 

HISTORY  COMMITTEE 

Mamie  Clayton,  Chairman 
Jewel  Bartholomew 
Kay  Nash 
Aubrey  Tomlinson 
Zelma  Williams 
Josephine  Zealand 

PUBLICITY  COMMITTEE 

Allen  Shearin,  Chairman 
Lou  Hight 
Connie  Medders 

INVITATION  COMMITTEE 

Rose  Read,  Chairman 
Edna  Joyner 


MUSIC  COMMITTEE 

Joe  Shearon,  Chairman 
Lane  Dyke 
Jerry  Frazier 
Joyce  Griffin 
Dianne  Nobles 
Emma  Ruth  Stewart 
Jimmy  Weathers 


PUBLISHING  and  EDITING 
COMMITTEE 

(Book  of  history  to  be  published  later.) 
Greg  Thompson,  Co-chairman 
Judy  Parrish,  Co-chairman 
Johnny  Harper 
William  Hill 
Bland  B.  Pruitt,  Jr. 
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WAKE  FOREST  UNIVERSITY 
CONCERT  CHOIR 

Jackson  Dean 

WALL  HANGING 
COMMITTEE 

Kathryn  West,  Chairman 
Marian  Sykes 
Virginia  Taylor 
Helen  Tomlinson 


HOSPITALITY  COMMITTEE 

Kitty  Bartholomew,  Co-chairman 
Edith  Lumpkin,  Co-chairman 
Faye  Griffin 
Peggy  Lumpkin 
Ann  Wheless 

MUSEUM  COMMITTEE 
John  Griffin 


We  express  our  appreciation  to  members  of  these  committees  and  all  other 
members  of  the  church  who  have  contributed  to  the  events  of  this 
sesquicentennial  year.  We  are  also  grateful  to  Leilani  Strickland,  our  church 
secretary,  for  her  extra  efforts  during  this  year. 
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